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PROCEETDINGS 
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LW.U%kerFrovi!!Ges,Oi< 

AT  THE 

ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION, 

18TT, 


Annapolis,  N.  S.,  i 

Tuesday,  Augvst  14th,  1877. ) 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  assembled  this  day  in  the  Lodge 
oom  of  Western  Star  Lodge,  No.  16,  at  3.30  p.  m. 

Grand  Master  ordered  the  Roll  of  Lodges  to  be  called, 
rhen  the  following  Lodges  answered : 

Nas.  2,  5,  6,  8, 10,  13, 16,  1^,  23. 

This  being  a  constitutional  quorum,  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
)pened  in  due  form,  prayer  being  offered  by  the  W.  Grand 
haplain. 
Officers  present : 

Robert  Hockin,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

W.  W.  Stumbles,  Jr.,  R.  W.  Dep.  Grand  Master. 

Harris  VanBlarcom,  R.  W.  Grand  Warden. 

J,  C.  P.  Frazee,         .  R.  W.  (Jrand  Secretary. 

Henry  A.  Taylor,  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Tnos.  Robertson,  R.  W.  Grand  Representative. 

IW.  A.  Moore,  W.  Grand  Chaplain. 

John  Pringle,  W.  Grand  Conductor. 


t 


66 


JOURNAL  OF  PROCEEDINGS 


Graiul  Master  appointed  Representative  Wm.  C.  DeHBrisay, 

of  No.  N,  Grand  Marshall,  pro.  tern.,  and  Representative  Peter 

Canii))tL'll,  of  No.  G,  Grand  Guardian,  j)ro.  few- 
Grand  Master  appointed  Representative  Frank  Graham,  of 

No.  10,  D.  B.  Stewart,  of  No.  23,  and  Thos.  Robertson,  G. 

Represt'ntati\     :.  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Representative  Frank  Graham,  of  No.  10,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Cr   ^      'lis,  presented  the  following 

REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON    CREDENTIALS. 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  Lower  Provinces  B.  N.  A. : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  to  report  the  credentials  of  the  fol- 
lowing Kopresentatives  correct : — 

Eastern  Star,  No.  2. — K.  J.  McKenzic,  Dan.  Sutherland. 
Fuller,  No.  5. — John  Douglas, 

Norton,  No.  6.— Peter  Cftmpbell,  Peter   McG.   Chishohn,  Robert  Mc- 
Connell,  Daniel  McDermid. 

St.  Lawrence,  No.  8.— Wm.  C.  DesBrisay,  Theo.  L.  Chappelle,  S.  R. 

Kaulbeck. 

Pioneer,  No.   9. — Gilbert  Murdoch,  John    E.    Hughes,  Jos.   Wilson, 
Edw'd  Willis,  Alex.  Rankin",  Fred'k  L.  Hea,Tho8.  M.Patton,  Andre  Gushing. 
Orient,  No.  10. — Wm.  Banister,  Theo.  A.  Co«fflmnn,  Frank  Graham. 
Scotia,  No.  11. — D.  B.  Graham. 
Victoria,  No.  13.— Jas.  H.  Ellis.  Jas.  Fowler,  Nelson  A.  Clif.    _      ,^ 

Eureka,  No.   15. — Alex.  McKh>,   Wm.   Conway,   Wm.  Hall,   David 
Bigney,  John  Murray. 

Western    Star,    No.    lG.->Benajah    Tedtord,    James  E.  Crowe,    Jos. 
Edwards,  Jno.  B.  Wilson,  Harris  VanBlarcom,  Eben.  M.  Anderson. 
Moore,  No.  17.— Thos.  TurnbuU. 

Mi/stic,  No.  18.— A.  W.  Little,  H.  W.  Barnes,  Jas.  R.  Macdonald, 
C.  R.  Thompson. 

I'eerkss,  No.  19.— W.  A.  Moore. 

EmimjeUne,  No.  20.— Wm.  Grierson,  L.  D'V.  Chipman,  D.  D.  Davidson. 
Guiding  Star,  No.  21.— J.   H.    Crosscup,  J.   B.   Messenger,   W.   M. 
Wcatlierspoon,  Edwin  Buckley. 

Prince  Edward,  No.  22.— E.  J.  Wright,  A.  A.  McLennan. 

.U//,s<Jc  Tie,  No.  23.— W.  E.  Oxley. 

Mizpah,  No.  24.— Suther  A.  Spencer,  Jas.  Wilson. 

Cn/sial  Wave,  No.  25— Henry  Smith,  E.  A.  Bent,  E.  A.  Elliott. 

Prince  Albert,  No.  2o.— A.  S.  Foster,  J.  W.  Barry. 

Siloam,No.  29.- James  McClure,  Wm.  M.  McLean. 

Union,  No.  30— Robert  McLean. 

FRANK   GRAHAM, 
D.    B.   STEWART, 
TH08.    UORfiRTSON, 


OT  GRAND  LODOE. 
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^ 


Moved  by  "W.  W.  Stumbles,  Jr.,  D.  G.  M.,  seconded  l)y 
Hepresentative  N.  A.  Clitf  of  No.  13,  that  tlie  report  of  the 
Committee  be  received,  and  that  the  accredited  representa- 
tives in  the  ante-room  be  admitted  and  receive  the  Grand 
Lodgn  Degree.     Motion  passed. 

Y  f^  follow'in^f  representatives,  being  in  ^vaiting,  were  in- 
tioduced  by  the  Grand  Marshall,  and  duly  instructed  by  the 
R.  W.  Grand  Warden  : 

K.  J.  McKenzie,  Dan.  Sutherland,  X: .  2  ;  S.  R.  Kaulbeck, 
No.  8 ;  Fred'k  L.  Hea,  No.  9  ;  William  Banister,  Theo.  A. 
Cossman,  No.  10 ;  D.  B.  Graham,  No.  11  ;  James  H.  Ellis,  No. 
13 ;  Wm.  Conway,  No.  15 ;  Benajah  Tedford,  James  E. 
Crowe,  Joseph  Edwards,  John  B.  Wilson,  Eben.  M. 
Anderson,  No.  16;  A.  W.  Little,  Jaa.  R.  Macdonald,  No.  18; 
J.  H.  Crosscup,  J.  B.  Messenger,  W.  M.  Weatherspoon,  Edwin 
Buckley,  No,  21  ;  A.  A.  McLennan,  No.  22 ;  W.  E.  Oxley, 
No.  23  ;  Henry  Smith,  E.  A.  Bent,  No.  2.5  ;  A.  S.  Foster,  J.  W, 
Barry,  No.  2f> ;  Wm.  M.  McLean,  No.  2«) ;  Rob't  McLean,  Na  30. 


Grand  Master  filled  places  of  absentees  and  announced 
Committees  for  «f>ssion  as  f<>llows : 

Finance.— Qilheri  Murdoch,  of  No.  9,  Frank  Graham,  of 
No.  10,  D,  Sutherland,  of  No,  2,  Wm.  C  DesBrisay,  of  No.  8, 
J,  R  Macdonald,  of  No.  18. 

Credentials.- — Frank  Graham,  of  No.  ID,  D,  B.  Stewart,  of 
No.  23,  Thos.  Robertson,  Grand  Representative. 

Returns, — W.  A.  Moore,  G,  Chap.,  D.  D.  Davidson,  of  No. 
20,  Peter  Campbell,  of  No.  6, 

Laws  (ff  SuhoQ'di'iw.tes. — Jno.  E.  Hughes,  of  No.  0,  R.  R. 
Barnes,  R  M.  G.,  of  No.  12,  Jos.  Wilson,  of  No.  9, 

P^UionSy — Jno.  Pringle,  G.  Cond.,  Jas.  Mitchell,  R  G,  M., 
of  No.  5,  Theo.  L,  Chappelle,  G.  Herald. 

Appeals. — Jas.  H.  Ellis,  of  No.  13,  Theo.  A.  Cossman,  of 
,Ko.  10,  T.  Robertson,  G.  Rep.,  Fred'k  L.  Hea^  of  No.  9,  Caleb 
(Schurman»  of  No.  22.  . 


G8 


JOURNAL  OF  PROCEEPINGS 


Correspondence. — W.  W.  Stumbles,  Jr.,  D.  G.  M.,   H,  Vaii- 
Blarcom,  G.  W.,  N.  A.  Clitf,  of  No.  13. 

State  of  the   Order.—B.  B.   Stewart,    of  No.    23,    K.  J, 
McKeiizie,  of  No.  2,  A.  W.  Little,  of  No.  18. 

Legislation.— n.  A.  Taylor,  P.  G.  M.,  Hugh  McKelvie,  of 
No.  5,  Sylvanus  Keith,  of  No.  8. 

Robert  Hockin,  Grand  Master,  then  rose  and  presented  hi» 
Annual  Report  as  follows  : — 


REPORT   OF   THE   M.   W.    GRAND    MASTER. 

To  the  It.  W.  Grand  Lotlgc^  1.  0.  0.  F.,  Lower  Proviiiees,  B.  N.  A.f 

Reprkskntative», — By  the  good  providence  of  God  we  are  nssein^ 
bled  ill  this  the  Two nt}' -second  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand 
Loilge, — assembled  upon  the  spot  where  in  the  forest  primeval  was  first 
heard  the  clangor  of  warfare,  and  where,  in  the  early  history  of  our  Province,^ 
were  witnessed  scenes,  never  to  be  forgotten,  which  told  of  man's  inhumanity 
to  man. 

To-day  we  are  assembled  to  promulgate  the  lessons  of  Friendship,  Love 
and  Truth.  We  meet  for  mutual  counsel,  the  relief  of  distress,  and  the 
elevation  of  human  character.  And  while  we  are  reminded  what  the  heart 
of  man  can  devise  when  carried  away  by  sensuality  and  passion,  let  us,  in 
our  intercoiHse,  do  what  lays  in  our  power  to  soothe  the  asperities  ol  life,  and 
lay  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  of  Brotherly  Love. 

In  accordance  with  custom,  I  present  a  resume  of  such  matters  as  have 
come  under  my  own  immediate  attention  since  I  last  addressed  you,  and 
which  is  now  fraternally  submitted  for  your  approval  and  confirmation. 

Warrants  have  been  issued  constituting  three  new  Lodges,  viz. :  Cale- 
donia, No.  28,  situate  at  Hopewell,  Pictou  County,  N.  S. ;  Siloaui.  No.  29,  at 
St.  John,  N.  B. ;  and  Union,  No.  30,  at  Snringville,  Pictou  Co.,  N.  S. 

With  the  assistance  of  Past  Grand  Master  Mitchell,  as  also  the  Grand 
Conductor,  together  with  members  of  Fuller  and  Norton  Lodges,  1  insti- 
tuted Caledonia  Lodge  at  Hopewell. 

Since  their  institution  they  have  given  the  best  evidence  of  their  inten- 
tions in  the  rapidity  with  wiiich  they  liave  increased  in  membership,  and  the 
efliciency  with  which  their  work  is  done. 

Siloain  Lodge,  St.  John,  was  instituted  by  D.  D.  G.  M.  Murdoch,  who 
makes  special  mention  of  this  in  his  report. 

Past  Grand  Master  Mitchell  instituted  Union  Lodge,  and  I  doubt  not 
will  rejjort. 

DECISIONS. 

The  following  decisions  have  been  given,  some  of  whicK  mav  only  be  a 
statement  of  existing  law— still,  as  they  are  cases  where  perhaps  there  mav 
be  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  existing  law  is^  I  have  thoo<rht  i'fi 
better  to  report  them.  ** 
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1.  A  Dispunftation  isftued  by  a  Grand  Master,  conuMtutinga  ciibonlinate 
Lodjre,  lieiiig  only  a  provisional  in.Htriiniont,  is  of  no  force  or  eflfet't  Rfh>r  a 
cliarter  has  been  issued,  nor  conid  it  be  recognizotl  as  valid  after  the  first 
scsNion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  subsequent  to  its  issue. 

2.  A  mere  clerical  error,  such  as  the  substitution  of  a  wrong  name  in 
the  body  of  a  chai-ter,  regularly  issued  by  a  Grand  Lodge,  is  not  sufficient  to 
vitiate  that  instrument. 

3.  During  the  absence  of  the  N.  G.  the  V.  G.  takes  his  position,  but  if 
a  vacancy  occur  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  office  ought  to  be  filled  by 
«lectioiL 

4.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy,  a  sitting  V.  G.  who  i«  not  a  Past  V.  G. 
is  not  eligible  for  election  to  the  office  of  N.  G.,  unless  all  others  qualified 
refuse  to  act 

5.  When  neither  expulsion  nor  suspynsion  liave  been  determined  upon 
ns  a  penalty,  nnder  Sec.  6,  Art.  VFIl.,  Constitution  of  Subordinates,  then  it 
remains  for  a  Lo<lge  to  decide  whether  the  penalty  shall  be  "  reprimand  or 
fine,"  and  it  has  no  option  but  to  inflict  one  of  these  penalties. 

C.  If  a  brother^s  illness  is  such  ns  docs  not  prevent  him  from  earning  r. 
livelihood,  be  is  not  entitled  to  beneilts. 

7.  It  is  illegal  and  improper  for  a  Lodge  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate «treet  rumours  respecting  a  brother.  Members  of  the  Order  ought 
not  to  be  harassed  with  indirect  charges;  and  it  is  in  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution  that  there  shouhl  be  a  person  res[K)nsible  for  a  libel  against  a 
brother. 

3.  A  charge  was  brought  against  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  which  was 
decided  by  the  Lodge  in  his  favor ;  but  an  appeal  was  taken  to  this  Grand 
Lo<lge.  Siibsequently  the  member  was  elected  N.  (».  of  his  Ixnlge.  Objec- 
tion was  taken  to  his  installation  because  he  was  under  charges. 

I  decided  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  foregoing  case  to  prevent  the 
member  from  being  duly  insiallod  as  N.  G. 

VISITATIONS. 

Believing  that  it  was  the  intention  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  the  policy 
of  this  office  should  for  the  present  be  a  conserving  of  the  funds,  and  further, 
as  mo3t  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  had  lately  been  visited  by  the  incumbent 
of  this  chair,  1  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any  extensive  visita- 
ition. 

It  was  «iiy  good  fortune  to  be  in  St.  John  city  during  the  past  winter.  I 
took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  some  of  the  Lodges,  among  them 
Peerless  Lod'^e, — to  which  more  tlir.n  a  passing  tribute  ought  to  be  paid  ; 
tlie  completeness  of  their  ou'fit — the  elegance  of  their  Lodge  room — the 
character  of  the  meeting  at  winch  I  was  present,  are  evidences  to  me  that 
Peerless  takes  rank  among  the  first  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Of  Beacon  Lodge — iis  character  is  already  too  well  known  to  require 
a  word  from  me.  Even  had  not  later  circumstances  created  a  new  era  in 
its  history,  which  makes  it  unnecessary  to  cpeak  of  its  past. 

These,  with  Eastern  Star  I^dge,  which,  by-the-by,  continues  to  be  one 
of  the  star  Lodges  of  the  Order,  are  the  only  lodges  which  I  have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  visit ;  but  as  each  district  is  under  the  suuervision  of  an  able 
and  efficient  D.  D  Grand  Master,  the  want  of  these  visitations  will,  I  trust, 
Qot  be  felt 
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DISPENSATIONS    -GENERAL. 

Most  of  tlie  ca<«e(«  for  wliicli  a  Dispensation  is  required  come  witliin  tli& 
control  of  I).  I),  (i.  Masters,  consequently  I  have  not  been  requested  to  issue 
more  than  n-ie  l)is|H'nsation,  viji.,  to  Kixstern  Star  Lodye,  to  conler  De(;rees 
upon  .las.  G(Tdon  nn<l  .1.  (iould  in  less  time  than  required  bv  law. 

I  refuse<l  to  prnnt  to  another  Ixxlge  a  Dispensation  to  elect  as  Secretary 
a  Hrotlier  who  had  not  attained  the  scarlet  Degree. 

We  have  exiH;rience<i  durinj?  the  past  year,  what,  happily,  is  in  this 
juriwliction,anew  sensation,  vijj. :  the  surrender  of  their  chart'^rs  l)y  two 
of  our  Subordinate  Loiljjes.  The  first  to  siiccund) — Excels«ior,  of  Dartmouth 
— I  cannot  help  iK'lievinjj,  received  its  death  blow  at  the  hands  of  this  (Jniiid 
Lo«lge,  when  it  decided  that  residents  of  Dartmouth  could  be  initiated  in 
Halii'ax — the  preatcr  strength  and  consequently  better  position  of  the  city 
Lodges  i)resentinc  a  stronger  attraction  than  the  weaker  town  Lo<lge.  The 
other — Widows*  Hope — has  l)een  known  to  be  in  a  <leclining  state,  and  the 
executive  were  authorized  at  last  Session  to  consider  the  propriety  of  its 
surrendering  the  Cliarter. 

Excelfinr  Lodge  resigned  its  Charter  to  Bro.  Thos.  Robertson, 
D.  D.  Cm.  M.,  who  reports  thereon.  I  took  charge  of  the  property  of 
Widows'  Hope,  ami  issued  a  Commission  to  James  E.  Gehlert,  P.  G., 
authorizing  him  to  collect  certain  amounts  due  to  the  Lodge,  and  to  pay  a 
claim  for  rent  of  Hall,  to  take  charge  of  the  personal  property  and  take 
such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  to  secure  and  protect  the  same. 

The  question  of  incorporating  this  (irand  Lodge  is  yearly  becoming 
one  of  more  in»portance.  In  otlier  jurisdictions  (irand  Lodges  are  incor- 
porated in  such  a  way  as  admits  Subordinate  Lodges  to  all  privileges  of 
incorporation  by  simply  registering  their  names  with  the  Grand  Secretary. 
If,  under  the  Dominion,  such  a  system  could  ite  procured,  it  would  serve  as 
an  economical  and  convenient  method  for  our  Suboixlinate  Lo<lges. 

I  would  suggest  a  Committee  to  bring  this  matter  before  such  Subor- 
dinate Lodges  as  would  wish  to  be  incorporated,  and  who  might  contribute 
towanls  the  cost  of  the  same. 

At  the  last  Session  it  was  decided  to  procure  a  new  form  of  Returns. 
The  Executive  have  adopted  and  issued  for  the  past  year  one  which  is  hoped 
will  meet  the  rcfpiirenients  of  the  Grand  Lo<lge. 

Forms  of  Dispensations  tor  the  use  of  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  with 
a  convenient  method  of  recording  purjwse  of  issue  have  also  been  procured, 
at  a  little  expense,  it  is  true;  but  it  is  expected  that  this  system  win  lend  to 
a  greater  revenue  from  Dispensations  than  heretofore. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States,  although  claiming  tl>e  right  to 
issue  all  cards  retjuired  for  the  Order,  has  lefl  it  with  Grand  Lodge  jurisdic- 
tions to  adopt  such  form  of  card  for  members  of  defunct  Lodges  as  they  seo 
fit.  It  became  necessary  to  supply  this  want,  and  a  form  was  accordingly 
adopted,  and  the  price  charged  for  these  the  same  as  regular  withdrawal 
cards. 

By  some  inadvertence  or  misunderstanding  of  the  usage  of  the  Order  a 
late  Grand  Secretary  issued  ode  cards  printed  for  the  (irand  Lodge  ia 
Halifax. 

I  received  a  circular  from  the  Grand  Sire,  in  which  attention  is  called 
to  the  practice  by  many  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  issuing  ode  cards,  and  call- 
ing upon  such  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  G.  L.  U.  S.  Accord- 
ingly a  number  of  odes  were  procured  and  substituted  for  those  issued,  and 
a  circular  addressed  to  the  several  D.  D.  G.  M  's  and  Secretaries  of  Lodges 
requiring  them  to  comply  with  the  law. 
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Tiiwt  S<»wion  A  Tedoliitinn  wm  pAiMe<1  requiring  the  Grnnd  S«n!rptary, 
mtd  (irantl  Trenxurer  to  civo  bonds  in  the  Cnnnda  (iiiarnnteu  Company. 
Application  wan  innde  to  the  Company,  but  they  refiiHcd  to  accept,  ^ivin^  as 
reason  tliat  tliey  olrjoct  to  giving  (guarantees  where  the  ndicf  is  an  honorary 
one. 

At  the  Session  previous  to  the  last  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  ijet 
up  the  necessary  Constitution,  &(j.,  for  Degree  L.Tilges.  They  have  failed  to 
report,  and  as  applications  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  establishing 
Degree  Lodges  I  would  suggest  the  appointment  of  i.  new  Committee  to 
carry  out  that  object. 

I  received  in  June  last  the  resignation  of  Bro.  Thos.  Robertson,  as 
D.  D.  G.  M.  of  Halifax,  in  consequence  of  his  removal  from  that  city.  As 
it  was  near  the  end  of  the  year  I  <lid  not  think  it  necessary  to  appoint  a 
D.  D.  (i.  M.  for  so  short  a  period.  The  officers  of  the  Ilalififix  Lodges  were 
duly  installed  by  Past  Grand  Master  H.  A.  Taylor. 

In  reviewing  the  progress  ol  the  Order  during  the  past  year,  it  is  a 
matter  of  (congratulation  that  although  it  has  jnot  been  a  rear  of  nninter' 
rupfed  progress,  still  material  prosperity  has  been  ours.  VVe  have  to  regret 
a  large  increase  in  the  number  dropped  for  non-payment  of  dues,  consentient 
npon  the  depression  in  the  commercial  worM.  And  while  upon  this  subject, 
]  desire  to  mention  a  probable  cause  for  this  incn^ase,  and  trust  a  remedy 
may  bo  found.  Under  our  present  system,  if  a  uuMuber  allows  his  dues  to 
accumulate,  it  seldom  happens  that  any  effort  is  made  upon  the  part  of  Sec- 
retaries to  collect  the  same — the  amount  is  allowed  to  grow  until  it  becomes 
irksome,  an(f  the  member  concludes  to  let  it  remain,  while  if  a  little  effort 
was  iij,\de  from  time  to  time  when  the  amounts  were  small,  his  good  standing 
would  be  maintained,  and  thus  prevent  a  large  falling  off  of  membership, 
mainly  because  of  carelessness  upon  the  part  of  members  themselves. 

But  while  we  have  to  regret  this  loss,  it  is  insignificant  as  compared  with 
the  disaster  which  has  befallen  the  Jurisdiction  through  the  late  St.  Joim  fire. 
It  will  be  admitted,  I  think,  that  the  fltckerinf  light  of  Odd-fellowijhip  which 
existed  previous  to  the  organization  of  Pioneer  and  Beacon  Lodges,  was 
mainly  through  and  because  of  th«?8e  Lodges — fanned  into  a  Hanie ;  and 
we  are  here  to-dav,  representatives  from  the  East  and  West,  North  and 
South,  as  a  result  largely  flowing  from  the  labors,  and  from  the  position 
which  the  Order  assumed  by  being  endorsed  by  the  city  of  St.  John,  now  in 
ashes.  It  is  true  that  to  the  Order  in  the  Jurisdiction  the  disaster  is  not  an 
unmixed  evil.  It  has  shown  that  it  is  not  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity  that 
the  excellent  qualities  of  the  Order  are  discovered,  but  in  the  nn''n'ght  of 
adversity  when  all  is  gloom  that  there  arises  above  the  horizon  of  oui'  des- 
pondency a  ministering  light. 

The  immediate  and  voluntary  effort  up«n  the  part  of  our  Lodges,  and 
the  generous  assistance  from  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  speak,  in  unmis- 
takable tones,  that  it  is  not  as  a  pleasaivt  tale  to  please  the  imagination  that 
its  meinbere  receive  the  teachings  of  Odd  fellowship. 

And  now.  Representatives,  permit  me  in  conclusion  to  remind  you  that 
you  are  charged  with  the  authority  to  legislate  for  ar  organization  which  i? 
fast  numbering  its  thousands, — that  it  devolves  upon  you  to  adjudicate  upon 
controversies  and  alleged  grievances  which  are  inseparable  from  a  lar<;u 
meRibership, — that  it  is  your  prerogative  to  elect  for  the  ensuing  year  the 
chief  excellencies  In  the  Jurisdiction.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  and  perfectly 
natural,  that  your  proceedings  should  be  looked  upon  with  interest,  and  that 
l^our  deliberations  should  challenge  the  closest  scrutiny  and  attention. 
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Let  us,  theretV'fe,  approach  these  duties  with  a  proper  estimate  of  the 
gravity  and  impressiveness  of  o'lr  responsibility,  (and  with  pure  hearts  and 
clean  hands  must  we  come  to  such  oifices,)  so  that  from  this  perennial 
fountain  may  flow  a  wise  and  fait'iful  administration,  which  may  result 
in  perpetuating  that  profound  and  abiding  love  and  veneration  which  we 
cherisli  for  our  Order,  and  which  may  b-iihi  up,  year  by  year,  that  confidence 
in  its  Impartiality  and  respect  for  its  judgment,  so  inseparable  from  an 
agreeable  and  efficient  adiuinisteiing  of  the  affairs  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  renewed  expression  of  confidence  in  elect- 
ing me  a  second  time  to  this  position.  I  beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  marVed  courtesy  and  kindness  which  has  generally 
been  extended  to  me  by  its  members  since  my  occupancy  of  this  chair. 
And  while  I  regret  that  the  policy  I  have  alluded  to  Itas  not  permitted 
actual  zeal,  while  I  am  aware  that  there  are  many  things  which  I  could  have 
wished  it  was  within  my  power  to  attend  to  more  promptly  than  has  been 
done,  I  yet  have  the  self-assurance  that  wliere  siicli  has  been  the  case,  or 
wherein  I  hhve  erred  in  judgment,  it  has  not  been  from  want  of  earnest 
love  for  the  Order. 

May  God  speed  the  g»eat  work  we  have  in  hand,  and  may  our  efforts  at 
this  and  every  succeeding  Grand  Lodge  redound  to  His  glory  and  the  happi- 
ne:<s  of  mankind. 

ROB'T  HOCKIN,   Grand  Master. 

The  following  Reports  of  D.  D.  Grand  Masters  were  not 
read,  but  submitted  with  the  Grand  Master's  Report : — 

REPORT  OF  THE  D.  D.  GRAND  MASTER  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  E6ERT0N. 

Stkllarton,  August  1th,  1877. 

To  the  Most  Worthy  Grand  Master  of  the  R.  W.  G.  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
the  Lower  Provinces  of  B.  N.  A.  .• 

Most  Worthy  Sir  and  Brother,— Having  been  honored  by  you 
with  the  appointment  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  tor  the  District  of 
Egerton,  I  herewith,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  R.  VV.  Grand 
Lodge,  submit  a  report  of  my  official  duties  during  that  term,  which  I  truBt 
wdl  meet  with  your  approval.  My  official  acts  during  the  year  have  been  as 
follows : 

INSTALLATIONS. 

Fuller  Lodge,  No.  5,  Stellar  ton. —Jan.  5,  I  visited  the  Lodge  and 
install^ud  the  officers.  July  6, 1  visited  the  Lodge  and  installed  the  officers. 
J  his  j.oilge  still  stands  high  in  point  of  numbers,  although  it  numbers  less 
than  last  year,  as  the  return  will  show  a  number  of  membere  dropped  for 
non-payment  of  dues.  The  attendance  is  good,  and  the  officers  and  members 
take  an  interest  in  the  work. 

•  n  ",''"!"  ^^%'^^'  ^'"-  ^'  ^'^'^"'  <^^«»i70H'.— Jan.  8th,  I  visited  the  Lodge  and 
insta  p<l  the  officers.  July  2,  I  also  visited  the  Lo<lge  for  the  purpose  of 
installation,  but  an  objection  being  made  that  the  N.  G.  elect,  was 
not  eligible  to  fill  the  N.  (i's  chair,  on  account  of  an  appeal  fronr  the 
decision  of  the  Lo.lge  ,ii  which  he  was  the  interested  party,  such  appeal  being 
in  the  hands  of  t.ie  G.  Master,  aod  not  decided,  and  as  1  did  not  consider 
tlie  objection  to  come  under  the  r«le  laid  down  in  the  Chnrge  Book  (which 
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orders  the  installing  uHlieer  to  lioM  :t  new  election),  I  decided  to  postpone 
the  installation  till  next  mcetin;:,  io  ';ive  time  to  Jeci«le  and  have  your 
opinion  on  the  subject,  which  aj^r.-os  with  my  own  opinion  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  noint  raised,  and  I  dc'jMiod  to  install  the  N.  G"  -leet.  July  9, 
I  again  visited  Norion  Lotlge.  No.  fi,  and  inst»tl'e<l  i'le  ofTicei-s.  Toe  Lodge 
seems  to  me  to  '.le  at  a  stanJ.still,  a.-  lUey  !i;\ve  had  no  i:)'i-aLion  tiie  last  term, 
and  a  number  of^he  meni'je«'s  iia?e  -H'l'n  d.opiied  for  non  Mayai"!'*  of  dues, 
the  number  is  therefore  below  I?st  y-ir;  ''iul  I  am  sot  17  to  repo'-t  that  the 
Lodge  is  not  workin;v  as  hj'i-monrously  tih  il  slioid.t  be,  a>  pn['e:<'s  by  i!ie  spirit 
shown  by  the  members  to  etch  other  (l"iiii{>  my  Lst  \  >"t  PMi0"g  the:«  ;  but 
I  hope  that  when  the  aonea's  now  pendiUii  are  settled  Nix.on  Lo<in[i  will 
work  as  harsnon'onsly  as  in  tue  p^s;. 

Scotia  Lnr/ge,  No.  11,  Wefh'Ulc. — Jrn  4,  J  visited  «iie  Loi!>-.e  nnd 
installed  the  officers.  July  5,  I  also  visitcu  <he  IjO<J<:e  .'\iid  iiv- ailed  the 
officers.  This  Lod^e  has  also  fallen  in  point  o  '  nambcs.  j.s  wiih  tne  other 
Lodge,  by  d-'opping  members.  The  attendance  is  u&  r'll.' ^;oo !.  .dil.ough 
on  my  first  vi-if,  it  was  hard  to  fill  the  offices  for  want  of  nie.w  kj  •.  ujt  they 
informed  :ne  iliei-e  was  a  publio  meeting  which  a  numbei' of  i'.»e  r.»embers 
had  to  attend  ;  but  on  mv  lasi,  visit  the  attendance  was  good,  and  it'C  officers 
installed  seemed  to  have  the  work  of  the  Lodge  at  heart. 

Moore  Lodge,  No.  17,  Vale  Colliery. — Jan.  9,  I  visited  tbe  Lodge  and 
installed  the  officers.  July  5, 1  also  visited  the  Lodge  and  installed  (he  officers. 
1'his  Lodge  although  small  in  numbers  seems  to  take  a  deep  intc-esfc  in  the 
work,  as  on  both  my  visits  the  members  all  appeared  interested  as  showed  in 
the  promptitude  with  which  all  the  offices  were  filled. 

Caledonia  Lodge,  No.  28,  Spritif/iulle. — July  4,  I  v  si<ed  «!.»•  Lodge  and 
installed  the  officers. 

Union  Lodge,  No.  30,  Hopewell. — July  4,  I  vIsHed  this  L«x]j;e  the 
same  evening  as  Caledonia  Lodge,  and  installed  the  officera ;  as  buih  L(»dgeB 
meet  on  the  same  evening,  and  had  made  previous  a;raoyen»ent  a'x.iit  the 
hour  of  meeting.  The  two  lasl -named  Lodges,  as  you  are  awo>e  aie  new 
Lodges,  and  this  was  the  first  installation.  I'he  officers  of  both  Lod^;,es  seem 
to  have  done  the  work  well,  and  the  new  officeiK  installed  >i|ipeared  to  be 
well  posted  in  the  work.  I  have  paid  them  two  vlhits  etch  siice  the  uigani- 
zation.  and  gave  them  all   the   information   and   insiruction   *!iey  required. 

In  all  my  visits  for  installation,  instructioti,  &c.,  I  have  been  ahlr  assisted 
by  P.  G.  Hugh  McElvie,  of  Fuller  Lod;;e. 

NEW    LODGE. 

In  October  last,  having  received  a  Dispensation  to  open  a  new 
Lo<ige  in  Springville  in  this  District,  and  previous  arrangemenis  having  been 
made  theieloi-,  in  compliance  with,  and  by  the  authority  delegated  to  me  by 
your  Dispensation,  I  proceeded  to  Springville  on  the  17lh  October,  accom- 
panied by  qualified  x  .  Grands  from  Fuller  and  Moore  Lodges.  1  opened 
and  constituted  a  Lodge  under  the  name  and  title  of  Union  Lodge,  No.  80, 
and  regularly  installed  the  following  officers,  viz. :  Robert  McLean,  N.  G. ; 
William  McGilvray,  V.  G. ;  Robeit  A.  Mcintosh,  Secretary;  Joseph  Grant, 
Treasurer;  Diivid  McLean,  Warden.  And  it  having  been  previously 
arranged  by  the  Charter  meiiibera  to  secure  and  initiate  some  «:Ri)dida!es,  and 
as  it  is  usual  on  such  occasions  to  gi-anl  Dispensations  for  Mie  purpose.  I 
granted  their  request,  and  received  and  initialed  eigiit  candidates. 
There  were  also  tivo  Brotlieiw  admitted  by  card.  You  will  "ce  tliat  Union 
Lodge  starts  with  »i;;t«en  members,  and  with  fair  prospects  of  adding  to  th«i 
number,  and  I  have  good  hope  that  the  Lodge  is  in  go<.vl  'jpnds,  and  hftD 
every  prospect  of  success. 
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DISPENSATIONS. 

October  22,  1876,  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Scotia  Lodge,  No.  11,  to 
confer  Degrees  on  Bro.  Norman  Beaton. 

February  19,  1877,  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Norton  Lodge,  New  Glas- 
gow to  have  an  entertainment  for  some  Pictou  Brothers  on  a  fraternal  visit 

March  19,  1877,  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Un'on  Lodge,  No.  30,  to 
confer  Degrees  on  Brothers  Daniel  McDonald  and  Alexander  DuflT. 

April  24, 1877,  Granted  a  Dispensation  to  Scotia  Lodge,  No.  11,  to 
walk  in  Regalia  on  the  26th  inst. 

April  24,  1877.  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Fuller  Lodge  for  same 
purpose. 

June  11,  1877,  granted  Dispensation  to  Moore  Lodge  to  confer  the 
five  Degrees  on  John  D.  McDonald. 

June  27, 1877,  granted  Dispensation  to  Moore  Lodge  to  hold  a  picnic. 

June  23,  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Fuller  Lodge,  No.  5,  to  receive  the 
application  of  Bro.  James  Burrows,  who  held  a  withdrawal  card  from 
Widows'  Hope  Lodge,  and  ballot  and  admit  him  the  same  evening,  as  he 
was  to  leave  the  Province  before  next  meeting, — the  granting  of  thi;!  Dispen- 
sation being  in  my  opinion  for  the  advancement  and  welfare  c^  the  Order. 

In  conformity  to  the  circular  received  from  yc  i  to  visit  the  Lodges  in 
this  District,  and  bring  to  their  notice  the  illegality  of  using  ode  cards,  &c., 
that  had  not  tlie  imprint  of  the  G.  Lodge  of  the  United  States  on  them,  I 
attended  to  this  duty  on  my  visit  of  Installation,  and  found  that  Fuller  wa.^ 
the  only  Lodge  that  had  cards  with  the  imprint  of  the  G.  Lodge  of  the 
United  States ;  Scotia  Lodge  had  a  few  legal  and  a  number  of  illegal  cards. 
I  collected  them  all  and  sent  an  account  of  them  to  the  G.  Secretary. 
The  cards  I  have  in  my  possession,  and  will  deliver  tln-ra  to  the  G.  Sec- 
retary when  I  go  to  the   G.   Lodge. 

During  the  past  year  Odd  Fellowship  has  not  increased  in  this  District 
AS  in  previous  years,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Grand  Secretary's  report,  although 
two  new  Lodges  have  been  formed.  The  number  of  members  has  rather 
decreased.  The  principal  reason  for  this  is  the  dull  times  caused  by  the 
great  depression  of  trade,  and  principiflly  the  coal  trade  (which  is  the  main 
business  of  the  District)  causing  a  great  number  of  members  to  be  dropped 
for  non-paynient  of  dues,  as   will  be  seen  by  the  reports. 

Any  appeals  i  have  received  were  handed  over  to  you  for  your  decision. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  uniform  kindness  in. 
promptly  answering  all  inquiries  on  all  occasions  ;  also  the  R.  W.  G. 
Secretary  in  answering  all  communications  that  I  had  to  write;  also  to  the 
ofRcers  and  members  of  the  different  Lodges  in  this  District,  for  the  courtesy 
shewn  me  on  all  occasions,  and  the  past  officers  of  the  different  Lodges 
for  their  kindness  and  willingness  at  all  times  to  assist  me  at?  installations. 
"With  heartfelt  wishes  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  our  Order  throughout 
this  Jurisdiction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Most  Worthy  Sir  and  Brother, 

Yours  in  F.  L.  &  T., 

JAMES  MITCHELL, 

D.  D.  G.  Master,  Disfrict  Egerton. 


lit 


OF  GRAND   LODGE. 


75 


II,  to 


REPORT  OF  THE  D.  D.  G.  MASTER  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  CHARLOTTETOWN. 

Charlottetown,  Atigrv't  8th,  1877. 
Roherl  Hockin,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Gram    "^faster,  1.  0.  O.  F.,  L.  P.  B.  N.  A.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — As  the  Grand  Lodge  will  n-oct  on  the 
14th  of  the  present  month  it  is  my  duty  to  give  you  a  report  of  my  official 
acts  during  the  last  term. 

January  8th,  1877, 1  attended  St.  Lawrence  Lodge,  and  Instnlled  the 
officers  elect  and  the  appointed  officers.  The  same  evening  1  visited  Wilder 
Lodge  and  installed  the  officers  of  that  Lodge.  An  increased  interest  \n 
Odd-fellowship  was  manifest  from  the  large  attendance  of  members  at  both 
Lodges.  During  the  term  J  was  not  called  to  give  any  decisions  other  than 
to  answer  a  few  questions  which  were  put  to  me  in  open  Lodge,  and  were 
answered  orally. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

March  1st,  I  granted  a  Dispensation  to  St.  Lawrence  Loage  to  wear 
Regalia  at  the  funeral  of  deceased  Bro.  W.  A.  Archibald  of  Wildcy  liodge. 
At  the  same  date  I  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Wildey  Lodge  to  wear  Regalia 
at  the  same  funeral, 

July  2nd,  1877.  The  officers  of  St.  Lawrence  Lodge  were  installed  by 
me.  This  being  Dominion  Day  and  a  public  holiday,  the  attendance  was 
not  so  large  as  usual,  a  number  of  members  being  away  from  the  city.  1  found 
on  examination  of  the  books  and  reports  that  the  Lodge  is  in  a  healthy  btate^ 
and  although  quite  a  number  of  members  had  been  dropped  during  the 
term  for  non-payment  of  dues,  yet  the  Lodge  seemed  to  rest  on  a  more  solid 
basis,  and  more  energy  was  displayed  by  the  various  stan<ling  committees  of 
the  term  than  had  been  evinced  for  some  time  past. 

Friday,  July  6th,  installation  of  the  officers  of  Wildey  Lodge  took  place. 
There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  members.  The  reports  of  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  were  made  out  in  a  thorough,  clear,  business-like  maimer,  and 
showed  the  Lodge  to  be  in  a  prospeious  state.  The  returns  to  the  (irand 
Lodge  were  made  out  and  handed  to  me  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Sec'y. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  Odd-fellowship  is  taking  deeper  root 
in  Charlottetown,  and  is  destined  soon  to  outstrip  kindred  institiUions  in  this 
place  in  its  onward  march. 

Yours  respectfully, 

W.  W.  STUMBLES,  Jr.,  D.  it  G.  M. 


REPORT  OF  THE  D.  D.  GRAND  MASTER  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  HALIFAX. 

Barrixgtox,  Siielburne  Co.,  il/ay  Is/,  1877. 

lioht.  Hockin,  Esq.,  Grand  Master  of  Grand  Lodge,  L.  P.  B.  N.  A .,  1.  0.  0.  R  i 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — I  beg  to  tender  my  resignation  of  the 
office  of  D.  D.  Grand  Master  for  the  District  of  Halifax.  My  report  of 
official  work  during  my  term  of  office  will  bo  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary for  transmission  to  you. 

I  am,  yours  fraternally, 

THOS.  ROBERTSON, 

D.  U  G.  M.y  DUtrict  lialifa^s 
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Barrington,  Shelburne  Co.,  May  Ut,  1877. 

Roheri  Uocklu,  Esq.,  M.  W.  G.  Master,  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge, L.  P.  R.  N.  J., 
/.  O.O.F.: 

Df.au  Sir  avd  Brotiikr, — On  my  retirement  from  tlie  office  of 
Deputy  Grand  Master  for  Halifax  District,  rendered  necessary  by  my 
removal  Aoni  Halifax  to  the  western  part  of  the  Province,  permit  me  to  sub- 
mit a  brief  r(q)ort  upon  my  official  work  during  my  term  of  office. 

Since  Our  livst  Annual  Session  the  members  of  Excelsior  Lodge  of  Dart- 
mouth have  surrendered  their  Charter,  but  a  number  of  the  members  of  that 
Lodge  have  retained  their  connection  with  the  Order  by  joining  one  or  other 
of  the  City  Lodges.  My  special  report  upon  this  matter  wiU  furnish  you 
with  every  infurmation  at  my  command. 

I  have  gi'H  )i,ed  the  folluwing  Dispensations: 

Jr,n.  8ih,  13<7,  to  Orient  Lodge,  No.  10,  permitting  them  to  elect  a 
a  Scarlet  Meiober  to  <he  N.  G's  chi-ir. 

I'eb.  2jili,  1877,  to  same  Lodge  permitting  them  to  receive  petition  from 
John  M.  S)(.;.'id,  bdlct  on,  and  if  elected  to  initiate  on  the  s^mti  night  of 
mectii'tr. 

Api'il  ?i  ;,,  1877,  a  joint  Dispensation  to  Orient  tiiid  Mystic  Lodges, 
permit!  ing  t'ue.n  to  use  the  name  of  the  Order  in  connection  with  tlicii"  Con- 
veraa/ioii'i  on  t">e  20th  April,  1877. 

D.iring  I'm  month  ytf  January  I  installed  the  officers  of  Mystic  and 
Orient  Lodges. 

Fi  oin  i  he  above  rej)ort  of  my  work  you  will  see  t'lat  the  duties  devolving 
upon  me  in  this  position  have  not  been  onerous,  ami  I  deeply  regret  that 
circumstances  have  compelled  rae  to  sever  myself  fiom  active  coimection 
with  the  Halilhx  Lodges.  I  am  pleased  to  report  a  continued  interest  in  the 
workii>g  of  our  Order  among  the  Lodges  under  my  coiukI  and  also  a  small 
increiuse  in  tneiubership.  Permit  me  ^o  return  my  siiicbre  thanks  to  yourself 
and  othei  G;aud  Loc'ge  officers  for  the  kindness  received  nt  your  hands. 


I  am,  youre  frate'  nally, 

THOS.  ROBERTSON, 

D.  D.  G.  M.  District  Halifax. 


¥ 


■■MS' 


1 


REPORT  OF  THE  9.  D.  Ol'AND  MASTER  I'OR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  FAEDERICTON. 
•  Fredkricton,  N.  B.,  July  IGth,  1877. 

lo  Robert  Horl:in,  Esq.,M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodye  I.O.O.F. 
•    of  lue  Lower  Provinces  of  B.  N.  A. : 

Most  Wouthy  Sir  and  Brother,— I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the 
honoi-  (■onf'errud  upon  me  by  appointing  me  your  Deputy  for  the  Dish-ict  of 
Fredoncion.  ■^w\  although  my  District  embraces  but  one  Lodge,  still  it 
affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  submit  a  report  of  my  official  acts  during  the 
past  yenr. 

DISPENSATIONS    GRANTED. 

D'uing  till-  y(?ar  four  Dispensations  have  been  granted  viz. : 

A...ciist  3,  l,S7fi.     Dispensaiion  to  Victoria  Lodge,  No.  13,  to  adjourn 

regulRr  meeting  of  9th  August  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  moonlight  escur- 

sion  on  tlje  Liver  St.  Jo')n,  in  honor  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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December  1 2.  Dispensation  to  Victoria  Lodge,  No.  13,  lo  Iiold  ?  literary 
and  musical  entertainment. 

January  26,  1877.  Disj^ensation  to  Victoria  Lodge,  Ko.  13,  lO  bold  a 
second  literary  and  musical  entertainment. 

Ma.'cli  17.  Dispensation  to  Victoria  Lodge,  No.  13  for  a  public  lecture 
by  a  distinguished  Brother  in  the  City  Hall.  In  the  latter  case  f)ermiBsion 
was  asked  for  members  of  the  Onler  to  be  allowed  to  appear  in  Kegalia<  I 
declined  to  ^ive  this  permission,  believing,  as  I  did,  that  it  would  i<ot  be  for 
tha  '■  good  and  weltare  of  the  Order."  1  bfg  to  ask  your  confirnta.iun  of  these 
Dispensation,. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFUCERS. 

On  the  3id  January  I  inslalled  the  officers  of  Victoria  Lodge,  being  ably 
assisted  by  a  r.umber  of  tlie  Brethren,  and  on  the  4th  July  instant,  1  again 
visited  the  Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  installing  the  officers  for  the  current 
term,  but  owing  to  the  returns,  &c.,  being  in  an  unsatisfactory  condiiion,  1 
declined  <ioing  so.  On  the  following  Wednesday  evening  (July  11th),  1 
again  visited  the  Lodge,  and  the  boolcs,  papers  and  returns  being  in  a  satis- 
factory state,  1  installed  the  office*^  in  rcgulai  form,  having  the  assistance  ol 
Past  Grands  Estey,  Fowler  and  others. 

During  the  past  year  the  Order  in  Fredericton  has  taken  rapid  strides 
and  lias  further  developed  the  popularity  and  efficiency  of  our  Institution. 
Members  have  been  relieved  without  feeling  that  they  were  accepting  a 
charity,  and  one  Brother  connected  with  Victoria  Lodge  has  felt  the  benign 
influence  in  the  far  off  clime  of  California,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  he 
was  prostrated  by  sickness,  without  mvans,  and,  as  he  thought,  without  a 
friend  within  thousands  of  miles.  He  at  last  bethought  him  of  the  card  he 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  procure  before  leaving  home  ;  this  he  forwarded 
to  the  Relief  Committee  of  San  Francisco,  and  it  met  with  a  prompt  and 
cheerful  response,  his  wants  were  immediately  relieved,  and  every  care  and 
attention  bestowed  upon  him,  until  he  was  again  restored  to  health.  The 
amount  advanced  was  immediately  refunded  by  Victoria  Lodpe.  I  mention 
this  circumstance  to  show  our  Brethren  the  practical  and  beneficial  results  of 
a  membership  in  our  beloved  Order.  It  is  thus  that  we  see  fully  demon- 
strated that  this  Order  knows  no  nationality  but  our  common  brotherhood, 
five  hundred  thousand  strong,  reaching  from  the  Atlantic  to  tlie  Pacific,  from 
frozen  North  to  sunny  South,  and  to  all  nations,  *ribes  and  kindreds. 

1  have  made  several  official  visits  to  the  Lodge  in  my  juritidietion  during 
the  past  year.  The  attendance  has  been  above  the  average.  The  office  of 
N.  G.  of  Victoria  Lodge  has  been  most  acceptably  filled  during  the  past  two 
years,  by  Brothers  who  took  pride  in  having  the  work  correctly  done,  and 
well  done,  and  indeed  I  may  say  as  much  for  all  the  officers.  I  have  on 
more  than  one  occasion  witnessed  with  much  satisfaction  the  correct 
manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  performed.  The  Sitting  N.  G. 
will,  1  feel  confident,  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Lodge  with  satisfaction  to  his 
Brethren  and  honor  to  the  Order. 

An  effort  was  being  put  forth  to  establish  branches  of  our  Order  in  the 
towns  of  St.  Stephen  and  Woodstock;  but  the  recent  fires  in  both  these 
places  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  extending  our  Order  in  that  direction 
lor  sonrj  short  time  at  least. 

The  late  visitation  of  God's  Providence  whereb;  two-thirds  of  the  City 
of  St.  John  was  reduced  to  ashes,  stirred  the  hearts  of  the  Brethren  of  this 
District  and  a  spontanecu?  buret  of  sympathy  went  forth  to  our  distressed 
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Brothers.  Tlie  true  principles  of  our  Order  were  never  more  apparent  tlian 
on  that  occasion,  an'!  formed  a  still  stronger  link  in  the  bonds  of  Friendship, 
Love,  and  Truth. 

Before  another  year  passes  Victoria  Lodge  will,  it  is  honed,  be  in 
possession  of  suitable  and  permanent  rooms  wherein  to  hold  its  meet- 
ings, haviufi  entered  into  an  agrcemctit  with  parties  now  erecting  a  very 
handsome  In'ick  building  for  the  furnishing  therein  of  hall  and  anti-rooms. 

This  Jurisdicaon  has  not  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  any  of  its 
members  hy  death  during  the  past  year,  which  they  acknowledge  with  grate- 
ful hearts. 

I  have  not  been  called  upon  for  decisions  upon  any  subject  during  the 
past  year. 

The  Returns  and  Per-capita  Tax.  together  with  Fees  for  Dispensations, 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  K.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

In  re«i<riiing  my  trust  into  vour  hands  I  must  crave  your  indulgence  for 
Rny  acts  of  omission  or  commission  not  strictly  in  accord  With  my  duties* 

And  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

Most  Worthy  Sir  and  Brother, 
Yours  in  F.  L.  &  T.» 

JOHN  RICHARDS,  D.  D,  G.  M> 


REPORT  OF  THE  D.  D.  GRAND  MASTER  f  OR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLCHESTER 

AMD  OUBIBERLAND. 


H.  Hackin,  Esq.,  G.  Master  i 


Oxford,  August  11^/e,  1877. 


Rkspkctkd  Sm  and  Brother,— As  your  Deputy,  it  becomes  my 
privilege  and  duty  to  report  to  you  the  progress  and  prospects  of  the  Order 
In  this  District,  and,  in  doing  so,  I  can  express  my  deep  regret  that  I  have 
not  been  as  [)rompt  and  active  in  the  service  as  the  circumstances  required. 
Shortly  after  my  appointment  the  misfortune  of  fire  (which  has  visited  so 
many  of  our  brethren  during  the  past  year)  visited  me,  and  caused  such  a 
close  and  almost  exclusive  attention  to  pei-sonal  business,  that  I  was  forced 
to  neglect  duties  which  the  interests  of  the   Order  imperatively  demanded. 

For  a  list  of  Dispensations  granted,  see  Disnensatinn  Form  Book. 

During  the  year  1  have  visited  all  the  Lodges  in  the  Jurisdiction,  with 
Ihe  exception  of 

EUREKA, 

Whose  worthy  veterans  in  the  Order  are  much  more  capable  of  giving  than 
receivMig  instruction  from  an  Odd  Fellow  as  young  as  your  humble  Deputy. 
1  have  the  pleasure  of  frequently  meeting  the  brethren,  and  can  assure  yo'u 
fcureka  retains  all  its  former  prestige  and  interest. 

"WIDOWS'  HOPE 
having  surrendered,  is  no  more.    1  trust  that  sufUcIent  harmonious  material 
iSmio   ^^^       '''''^*°'^^"'*®'*  "'^^  Charter,  and  indulge  a  more  perma- 

MYSTIC  TIB 

Lmhir^'If'T^  '''''H'>'.»"  "membership,  but  the  interest  of  its  tried  and  true 
members  is  only  awakening,  and  augurs  well  for  the  futur«. 


OP  GRAND  LODGE. 


70 


MIZPAH 

Has  done  well  this  year.  Its  location  renders  the  membership  more  transitory 
than  perhaps  any  other  Lodge  in  the  Jurisdiction.  The  ofHcers  and  mem' 
bei-s  are,  however,  vigilent,  and  guard  sacredly  the  interests  of  the  Order, 
preferring  a  small  membership  with  love  and  harmony  to  bartering  the 
interests  of  our  cause  for  members  and  funds.  Their  example  might 
be  profitably  followed  by  other  Lo<lge8.  Quite  a  number  of  the  members 
are  at  present  in  Newfoundland,  and  may  yet  introduce  our  Order  there. 

CRYSTAL  WAVE 

Though  the  smallest  in  numbers  is  second  to  none  in  the  interest  manifested* 
From  impressions  formed  during  a  late  visit,  I  believe  it  to  be  composed  of 
material  who  will  toil  as  unceasingly  in  the  interests  of  Odd  Fellowship,  a0 
the  crystal  waves  lash  the  shore  near  its  location. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

DOUGLAS  B.  STUART,  D.  D.  O.  M. 

REPORT  OF  THE  D.  D.  GRAND  MASTER  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  KINO'S. 

KkntVILLK,  August  Gth,  1877. 

iJ.  Hockin,  Esq.,  M.  W.  G.  Mastet ,  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  L.  P.  B.  N.  A 
of  the  1.  0.  O.F: 

Deau  Sir  and  Brother, — As  I  have  only  Evangeline  Lodge  in  my 
Jurisdiction,  I  have  but  little  to  report.  I  installed  the  officers  in  January 
and  July  terms  ;  I  granted  one  Dispensation  to  Evangeline  Lodge  to  confer 
the  first  two  degrees  on  brother  F.  B.  Webster,  in  less  than  the  time  laid 
down  lor  conferring  the  degrees,  as  he  was  about  leaving  here  for  the  United 
States.  Evangeline  Lodge  is  progressing  as  well  as  can  be  expected, 
although  the  average  attendance  is  smaller  than  I  could  wish.  The  Lodge  is 
now  out  ot  debt,  the  books  are  kept  in  good  order,  and  the  future  outlook  is 
liopeful.  In  Wolfville  a  lew  persons  made  overtures  to  me  about  starting  a 
Lodge  in  that  town,  and  I  expect  an  application  will  be  made  to  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  coming  sitting  for  a  Charter.  Berwick  Vdlage  is  also  making  a 
move.  Canning  is  also  malcing  a  stir  in  the  same  direction.  I  hope  in  the 
course  of  next  year  to  see  Lo<]ges  in  all  those  places. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.  L.  &  T., 

D.  D.  DAVIDSON, 
2).  D.  O.  Master  for  District  of  King's. 


REPORT  OF  THE  D.  D.  GRAND  MASTER  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  SUMlfERSIDSr 

SuMMERSiDE,  July  9th,  1877. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  J.  0.  0.  F.  of  the  L.  P, 
of  B.  N.  A.  : 

Most  Worthy  Sin  and  Brother, — I  herewith  submit  my  report 
as  D.  D.  G.  M. 

January  5th. — Installed  the  officers  of  Prince  Edward  Lodge. 

March  1st. — Granted  Dispensation  to  Prince  Edward  Lodge  for  its  mem< 
bers  to  appear  in  Kegalia  at  the  funeral  of  late  Brother  ilrchibald  of 
Wildey  Lodge,  No.  27. 
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April  I81I1. — (Granted  Disncnsation  to  Prince  Edward  Lodge  for  its  mem* 
bers  to  appear  in  Kcgnlia  at  Natal  Day  celebration. 

July  ith. — Installed  the  officers  of  Prince  Edward  Lod|»e.  1  granted 
the  above  Dispensations  conceiving  it  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Order  to 
do  so.  Prince  Edward  is  the  only  Lodge  in  my  Jurisdiction,  it  maintains  a 
healthy  increase  in  membership,  and  its  members  take  a  great  interest  in  the 
Order,  as  evitlcnced  by  the  large  number  of  Degrees  conferred.  The 
Lodge,  in  its  working,  adheres  strictly  to  the  Constitution,  laws  and  usages 
of  the  Order.  All  the  officers  having  their  respective  parts  of  the  work 
committed  to  memory.  The  average  attendance  of  membei's  is  thirty-five. 
The  regular  half-yearly  returns  and  Grand  Lodge  dues  have  been  received 
and  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Yours  in  F.  L.  &  T., 

CALEB  SCHUBMAN,  2).  D.  G.  M. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  his  Annual  Report  as 
follows : — 

REPORT   OF   B.  W.    GRAND   BBGRETART. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master^  Officers  and  Representatives: 

It  has  become  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  my  first  Report  of  the  trans- 
actions of  the  ofBce  of  Grand  Secretary,  and  a  summary  of  the  information 
sent  to  that  office  during  the  past  year.  The  Grand  Lodge  having  decided, 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  last  year, 
to  make  the  financial  year  close  on  July  Slst,  this  report  covers  the  period 
from  August  9th,  1876  to  July  Slst,  1877. 

In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  last  meeting  recorded 
on  page  27  of  the  report,  I  returned  the  reports  of  the  following  Lodges  for 
correction,  viz  :  Eastern  Star,  No.  2,  Widows'  Hope,  No.  7,  St.  Lawrence, 
No.  8,  bootia,  No.  11,  Beacon,  No.  12,  Excelsior,  No.  14,  Western  Star,  No. 
16,  and  Crystal  Wave,  No.  25.  Of  these  Eastern  Star,  Scotia,  Excelsior, 
and  Crystal  Wave  responded  to  my  request  and  sent  back  their  reports  cor- 
rected, or  partly  so.  The  others,  viz. :  Norton,  Widows'  Hope,  St.  Law- 
rence, Beacon,  and  Western  Star,  never  answered  my  letters,  and  have  not 
yet  sent  back  the  reports,  although  repeatedly  requested  to  do  so. 

The  Grand  Lodge  having  adopted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
btate  ot  the  Order,  m  which  it  was  recommended  that  Brother  H.  A. 
laylor,!*.  G.  M.,  should  be  presented  with  a  collar,  I  esteemed  it  my  duty 
to  purchase  and  present  to  the  said  worthy  Brother  a  P.  G.  M's.  collar.  The 
presentation  took  place  on  the  5th  of  March  at  his  own  house,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  several  miimbers  of  the  Order  in  Halifax,  who  appeared  to  enjoy  the 
occasion  very  much. 

1  found  in  the  office  no  proper  Roll  of  the  membership  of  the  Subordi- 
nate Lodges,  which,  it  appeared  to  me,  ought  to  be  kept,  and  amended  from 
jear  to  year  as  the  reports  from  the  various  Lodges  come  in.  I  have  ac- 
rnfl  iV^i'  P'i^P'^r?'!  a  book  for  the  purpose,  and  have  now  a  complete 
roll  of  the  mcmbei-ship  of  all  the  Lodges  that  complied  with  the  law  by 

ro.teno"l\'w°^,'^*'^'"«'S^^'^  «"  December  31«t.    The  following 
^)  ,S',i       *°  '^?  'Vf  '■  ?*•  l^^'^'-ence.  Pioneer,  Orient,  and  Beacom 
HonP  Nn  ?     f  ^'^'  ^''^  VS^''  ^^''^  surrendered  their  Charters,- Widows- 
Hope,  No.  7,  of  Truro,  and  Excelsior,  No.  14,  of  Dartmouth.    The  effects 


r^ 


.,111 


ypP 


OF  GRAND  LODGE. 


u 


'0 


* 


of  tlio  latter  were  delivered  to  Bro.  Thos.  Uobcrtson,  D.  D.  G.  M.,  and  by 
liim  placed  in  my  possession,  where  they  still  remain.  An  inventory  of  the 
same  will  be  submitted. 

I  received  semi-annual  reports  from  all  the  Lodges  for  both  terms,  and 
beg  to  present  the  following  statistics  of  the  Jurisdiction  compiled  ii'oni 
t  hem  : — 

Number  of  LotlKes  per  last  Report 24 

New  Lodges  mstitutcd  during  the  year 'S 

Total 27 

Charters  surrendered ii 

Present  number  of  Lodges 25 

Number  of  Members  per  last  Report 1025 

"       initiated  during  the  year 414 

••       admiutedby  card 31 

"       reinstated 10 

Total 2080 

Number  withdrawn  by  card (iO 

"       suspended , 243 

"       expelled 7 

"       died 14 

—  324 

175H 
Add  discrepancy  occasioned  by  errors  in  last  year's  reports 21 

Number  in  membership  June  30th,  1877 1777 

Average  number  for  the  year 1711 

Total  receipts  of  Lodges  for  the  yearamounted  to S9706  36 

"    expenditure  to  about 1)318  18 

Leaving  only  about $  478  18 

This  is  all  that  is  left  for  the  W,  k  O's  reserve  fund  which 
ought  to  amount  to  upwards  of  $2000. 

Amount  paid  for  relief  of  brothers $1129  73 

"  •'  "  widowed  families 265  00 

"  •'  burying  the  dead 409  98 

Total  relief $1804  71 

Deducting  the  relief  from  the  total  expenditure  leaves  the 

expenses  of  the  Lodges  about 7513  47 

Average  receipts  from  each  member  about 5  72 

"    .     relief  per  member  about 105 

The  total  assets  of  the  Lodges  reach  the  respectable  sum  of.. $18,424  10 
or  an  average  of  $737  to  each  Lodge. 

Seven  Lodges  do  not  report  any  W.  &  O's  fund.  The  figures  reported 
by  the  other  Lodges  amount  to  $3371.01,  of  which  sum  Pioneer  Lodge 
reports  $1470.87. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  is  the  amount  of  this  fund,  and  it 
would  be  much  more  satisfactory,  I  should  think,  to  all  friends  of  the  order  to 
know  that  the  fund  is  being  properly  reserved  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
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•was  constituted.  I  should  judge  from  the  reports  that  in  many  of  tlie  Ivodges 
the  accounts  of  the  fund  are  not  properly  kept,  or  not  kept  at  all.  I  have 
not  had  time  to  look  into  the  matter  thoroughly ;  but  I  examined  the  reports 
of  one  Lodge,  whose  W.  &  O's  fund  ought  to  amount  to  at  least  S'i.'iO  after 
deducting  all  payments  reported,  but  which  returns  by  last  report  less  than 

SI  00. 

This  is  an  important  matter,  it  appears  to  me,  and  a  subject  on  which 
the  Grand  Lodge  has  a  right  to  recjuire  accurate  information.  The  fund  is, 
if  1  understand  it  aright,  a  trust  fund,  and  Lodges  have  no  right  to  use  it  for 
any  other  purpose  than  that  lor  which  !t  in  ordered  to  be  reserved.  Or,  at 
least,  if  they  should  use  a  part  of  it  for  other  purposes  in  cases  of  necessity, 
they  have  no  right  to  alienate  it  from  the  fund,  but  should  by  all  means 
acknowledge  the  liability  in  their  accounts  and  reports,  and  make  provision 
for  its  re-payment,  as  if  they  had  borrowed  the  money  from  any  other  source. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  of  my  office  may  be  summarized  as 
follows— the  cash  book  showing  particulars  will  be  submitted  to  the  Finance 
Committee : — 

HECEIPTS. 

Amount  received  from  former  Sec'y 9  ill  88 

Lodges,    per    capita    tax    for 

term  ended  Dec,  1876 $187  80 

"      June,  1877 21)4  30 

782  10 


•« 


from  sales  of  supplies 168  5.') 

for  Charter  fees 90  00 

from  old  accomits 22  10 

"   Excelsior  Lodge  and  Members 15  55 

for  po8tae;e  refunded 5.5 

"    Dispensations 5  60 

fromBro.  G.  Murdoch  (over-paid) 1  50 

Total  receipts  paid  O.  Treasurer $1563  71 


^  . ,  «    ^     ,  EXPENDITURE. 

Paid  G.  Lodge  U.  S.  : 

Old  account ^269  .52 

For  supplies 137  70 

•■ep-  tax 142  13 


I'aid^D.  H.  Fowler  (old  account) 121  2.5 

' "00 

30 
00 
25 


Bro.  H.  A.  Taylor  (old  account) 26 

T.  Robertson  (old  account) 12 

William  Hall  (old  account) ...."....  10 

Cecconi  (old  account) '   ,  1 

3.  PriutingCo.  (old  account)..............^  22     ' 

for  this  year 149 


N.  S. 


75 
25 


172  00 


A.  &W.  Mackinlay's  bills 17  on 

T.  P.  Connolly's  bills fi  fi7 

For  P.  G.  M's  Collar '''^^^'^''^''^^^^'^'^^I^^'^^Z  37  53 

Stationery,  &c 2  26 

Expense,  charges,  truckage,  freigiiti'duties,  &c  !-'  14  95 

i*  or  postage  stamps 91  i« 

J.  A.  Arnold's  bill '^^^^'y. o  00 

Com.  and  prem 1  ir, 

Telegrams  Z^^^^^^:::::. 1  16 

G.  Secretary's  salary -.!..!."!!!.il."   ....  ..    "  100  00 


1146  20 


Hlh 


Leaving  a  balance  in  G.  Treasurer's  band*  of...$  417  51 
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A  balance  sheet  showing;  the  standing  of  the  accounts,  and  closing  of  tho 
IJedger  is  herewith  submitted. 

Before  the  end  of  tire  term  in  which  I  was  elected  to  this  ofTicc,  by  the 
advice  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  other  mein- 
"ben  of  the  Executive  Committee,  I  had  a  new   form  of  semi-annual  reports 

Jrinted,  and  the  reports  for  the  last  two  terms  have  been  made  on  that  form, 
f  1  had  waited  till  I  had  gained  a  little  more  experience  in  the  office,  I  think 
1  could  have  improved  on  tliat  form  in  some  particulars,  but  our  old  ones 
"Were  about  exhausted  and  so  new  ones  had  to  be  procured. 

During  this  year  I  have  kept  a  careful  record  of  the  letters  I  have 
Written  and  a  file  of  those  received,  all  of  which  arc  herewith  submitted  for 
Ihe  examination  of  the  proper  Committee. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  necessity  of 
80  amending  the  Constitution  as  to  define  more  clearly  tiie  respective  duties 
of  the  G.  Secretary  and  G.  Treasurer.  These  oflices  having  been  till  last 
year  held  by  the  same  individual,  tire  Constitution  defines  the  duties  of  the 
one  officer  in  the  double  capacity,  which  does  not  apply  to  the  present  position. 

Brethren,  I  came  to  this  office  with  very  little  experience  of  its  require- 
ments, or  of  the  working  of  Odd  Fellowship;  and  I  have  found  the  duties 
such  as  require  a  good  deal  of  knowledge,  experience,  wisdom  and  care.  I 
have  endeavored  to  perform  them  princtually  and  well.  If  I  have  not 
succeeded  entirely,  you  will,  I  know,  look  leniently  on  errors  which  were  not 
•intended.  I  have  not  siifficientcxperience  toentitleme  to  give  advice,  and  shall 
not  attiMnpt  to  do  so.  Nor  sh.all  I  indulge  in  any  hij'h-sounding  words  in  regard 
to  the  principles  and  merits  of  our  Onler.  1  simply  lay  the  facts  collected  in 
my  office  before  you  as  I  find  them,  and  trust  you  may  all  be  endued  with 
Avisdom  to  draw  from  them  the  lessons  they  teach,  and  put  in  practice  the 
•duties  they  enjoin. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  the  bonds  of  the  Order, 


J.  C.  P.  FRAZEE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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The  Grand  Treasurer  presented  tlie  following  statement : — 

Grand  Lodge  I.  0.  0.  F,  L.  P.  B.  N.  America,  in  acct.  with  H.  A.  TAYLOR, 

Grand  Treasurer. 


1876. 


Dili 


Voucher. 


Aug.    16. 

Toci 

IS. 

ti 

•M. 

(i 

Sep.      1. 

n 

5. 

(i 

1S77. 

Feb.    20. 

<( 

tt 

(( 

ti 

ii 

ti 

it 

To  cash  paid  Representative — Tax  and  Stock,  1 

"    D.  H.  Fowler  &  Oo.  2 

"    Tlios.  Robertson,  (irund  Secy's  office,  ',i 

"    Nova  Scotia  Printing  Company,  4&5 

"    II.  A.  Taylor,  release  of  (.J.  L.  property,         G 


May    12. 
ti 

June    7. 
July    3L 


1S7C. 


Aug. 

10. 

Oct. 

3. 

1877. 

Jan. 

18. 

;{(). 

;n. 

Feb. 

20, 

May 

12. 

13. 

(1 

July 

13. 

'_>S. 

31. 

Regalia  for  P.  G.  1^1,  Taylor, 

Grand  Lodge  Supjdies, 

A.  >^  W.  McKinlay,- Rooks, 

T.  P.  Connolly,— Sundries, 

Nova  Scotia  Printing  Company, 

M'illiani  Hall,- Travelling  Expenses,. 

Stock, — J.  L.  Ridgely, 


"     Representative  Tax, 
"     Grand  Secretary's  Salary, 
"     A.  .V  W.  MacKinlay, 
*'     Nova  Scotia  PrintiuK  ([Company, 
"    Grand  Secretary's  otfree  Expenses,  kc. 
In  Bank,  $150.00  ;  on  hand,  $2(57.51,  


Tk8 

9 

10  fell 

12  k  13 

14 

15 

Ify 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 


$  269  "12 

121  25 

12  oO 

22  75 

26  00 


37  53 

''11  '.»2 

4  20 

ti  67 

13S  00 

10  05 

24  05 

21 
142  13 
100  00 

13 

11 

43 
417 


3 


Oi» 


:.) 
S5 
51 


Sl,5<)3  71 


Cr. 

r>y  cash  from  G rand  Secretary $470  00 

"      ' '.'..[[[. .['.ZZZZ'Z....  60  00 

;;          "          "            "         110  00 

;;     "      " 144  00 

::    ::    ::     ::    ^fn 
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"     "    II     It         1,^ ,,- 
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Interest  in  Savings' Rank  to'30thjmie". 
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The  Historiographer  presented  his  Report  as  foUows  : — 

REPORT    OF    HISTORIOGRAPHER. 

Baruington,  Shemjuknf  Co.,  August,  187G. 

To  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  G  Lod'je,  L.  P.  R.  N.  A. . 

DurinjT  the  past  year  but  little  lias  been  done  by  myself  towards  col- 
lectii)f(  aiul  an  anting  the  history  of  Odd-fellowship  in  this  Jurisdiction.  My 
removal  from  Halifax  and  change  of  business  has  been  largely  the  cause  of 
this,  and  an  almost  general  apathy  on  the  part  of  Subordinate  Loilgos  has 
rendered  it  impossible  to  make  any  advance.  The  local  histories  already 
forwarded  me  are  in  my  custody,  and  these,  with  additions  that  may  be 
made  to  them  in  the  future,  will  form  interesting  pages  in  connection  with 
the  Order  in  those  localities  to  which  they  especially  refer. 

I  again  desire  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  llepresentativcs  from  those 
Lodges  which  have  not  yet  complied  with  the  request  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  importance  of  collecting  and  arranging  their  local  history,  by  some  com- 
petent member,  assisting  by  this  means  my  work,  as  such  duty  lias  been 
assigned  to  me  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  at  the  same  time  depositing  among 
the  Records  of  this  Body  that  which  may  some  day  be  required  (or  historical 
purposes. 

Submitted  in  F.  L.  &  T., 

THOS.    ROBERTSON,    Historioi/raphcr. 

W  W.  Stumbles,  Jr.,  ]3.  G.  M.,  niovcd,  seconded  hy  John 
Pringle,  G.  Conductor,  that  a  Conniiittee  of  tln-ee  be  appointed 
to  distril)ute  the  different  subjects  in  tlie  Grand  Master's, 
Grand  Secretary's,  Grand  Treasurer's,  T).  D.  Grand  Masters', 
and  Historiographer's  reports  to  the  appropriate  Committees. 
Motion  carried,  and  the  Grantl  Master  named  as  the  Com- 
mittee:  Representatives  N.  A.  Clitf,  of  No.  13,  W.  A.  Moore, 
G.  Chaplain,  and  T.  Robertson,  G.  Representative. 

The  above  Committee  retired,  and  on  re-entering  pre- 
sented the  following  Report,  which   was  adopted  : — 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  J.  0.  0.  F.,  Lower  Provinces,  B.  N.  A.: 

The  Commitfce  to  whom  were  referred  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Mast-^r, 
D.  I).  Grand  Masters,  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Treasurer  and  Historio- 
grapher for  distribution  to  appropriate  Committees,  beg  leave  to  report  : 

1st.  That  that  portion  of  the  Grand  Mastt>r's  report  refi'rring  to  War- 
rants issued,  constituting  new  Lodges,  be  referred  '.o  the  Committee  on 
Petitions. 

2nd.  The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Mastc-  during  the  recess,  and  the 
question  of  incorporation  of  this  Grand  Body,  to  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lation. 
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Srd.  The  portion  of  the  same  report  retierring  to  Constitution  of  De- 
wree  Lodges,  to  Committee  on  Laws  of  Subordinates. 

4th.  That  portion  relating  to  action  of  the  Canada  Guarantee  Com- 
])any  in  the  matter  of  bonds  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer, 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

5th.  Visitations,  surrender  of  Charters,  and  the  reniainiinjj  matters  in 
the  Grand  Master's  report  and  the  reports  of  tlie  D.  D.  Grand  Masters  and 
Historiogra])her,  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Order. 

Gth.  Tiiat  portion  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  report  referrinfr  to  nejjlect 
of  Subonlinate  Lodges  to  comply  with  his  requests  and  the  requirements  of 
the  Constitution,  to  the  Committee  on  Returns. 

7th.  The  reference  in  the  same  report  to  the  necessity  ot  amending  the 
Constitution  so  as  to  define  the  respective  duties  of  tlie  Grand  Secretary  and 
Grand  Treasurer,  to  a  special  Committee;  and  the  balance  of  his  rejKjrt  and 
that  of  tlie  Grand  Treasurer  to  the  Finance  Committee. 


N.    A.    CLIFF, 
THOS.    ROBEKTSON, 
^Y.    A.    JIOORF. 


Ihm,  f 


The   Representatives  of  Mystic   Tie  Lodge,  No.  23,  pre- 
sented the  following  petition,    which  was   referred   to   the 

Conniiittee  on  Petitions : 

To  the  n.  W.  Grand  Lodge,!.  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  Loicer  Provinces  ofB.  N.  A.  : 

The  petition  of  the  Representatives  ot  Mystic  Tie  Lodge,  No.  23,  sheweth,— 
That  said  Lodge,  having  been  organized  with  the  distinct  understanding 
that  It  would  be  left  entirely  for  the  Lodge,  in  its  bye-laws,  to  arrange  its 
times  and  frequency  of  meetings,  we  would  therefore  respectfully  request 
that  this  Lodge  be  permitted,  as  in  accordance  with  law,  to  meet  fortnightly 
instead  of  weekly,  as  requested  by  the  subjoined  resolution. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

D.  B.  STEWART,)  „  ^r    ,      rr-     r    > 

W.  E.  OXLEY       }^Q^^'  Mijstic  Tie  Lod'jf:. 

Certificate  of  resolution  of  Mystic  Tie  Lodge,  referred  to 
in  the  above: 


I -*... 


^I;^ved  bv  Bro.  Blair,  seconded  by  Bro.  Oxley  "  that  this  Lodge  apply 
to  lue  iiraml  Loflge  for  a  dispensation  to  meet  every  alternate  Monday."  On 
the  question  being  put  it  was  carried  unanimously. 


[Signed] 


RUFUS  WOOD,  N.  G., 
ERASER  McKENZIE,  R  S. 


An  invitation  was  read  from  Prince  Albert  Lodire,  No.  20, 
to  this  Grand  Lodge  to  hold  its  next  Annual  Communication 
at  Monctcm  N.  B.,  and  a  similar  invitation  from  Eastern  Star 

Lodge,  No.  2.  to  hold  the  same  session  at  Pictou,  N.  S. 
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On  motion  of  Representative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chaplain, 
seconded  by  Representative  John  PrinL,de,  G.  Con.,  the  above 
invitations  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Representative  Fred'k  L.  Hea  of  No.  0,  seconded  liy  Rep- 
resentative W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Cliap.,  moved  the  following-  reso- 
lution, which  was  concurred  in  : — 

Whereas,  The  Charter  granted  to  Pionoor  Lodge,  No.  9,  of  St.  John, 
N.  B.,  was  on  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  thu  20tli  of  June  last,  burned  '"n 
the  disastrous  fire  that  destroyed  the  principnl  part  of  that  city; 

Therefore  resolved,  Tliat  the  M,  W.  Grand  Master  be  authorised  to 
grant  a  dujilicate  charter  to  said  Lodge  without  charge. 

FRED'K  L.  HEA, 
W.  A.  MOORE. 

Representative  James  H.  Ellis  of  No.  13,  seconded  by  Rep- 
resentative N.  A.  Cliff  of  No.  13,  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  concurred  in : — 

Whereas,  The  Charter  granted  Victoria  Lodge,  No  13,  of  Fredericton, 
N.  B.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  March,  1876  ; 

Therefore  resolced,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  authorised  to 
grant  a  duplicate  charter  to  said  Lodge,  without  charge. 

JAMES  H.  ELLIS, 
N.  A.  CLIFF. 

Moved  by  Representative  Frank  Graham  of  No.  10,  sec- 
onded by  Representative  John  Pringle,  G.  Con.,  that  this 
Grand  Lodge  do  now  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at 
0  o'clock.     Motion  carried. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adjourned  accordingly. 
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MORNING     SESSION. 

Wednesday,  August  15th,  1S77. 

Grand  Lodge  re-assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  9 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

Minutes  of  last  Session  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Thos.  Robertson,  G.  Representative  from  the  Committee  on 
Appeals,  reported  in  the  case  of  Foster  v.  Guiding  Star  Lodge, 
asking  for  power  to  summon  witnesses. 

Moved  by  Representative  Jas.  R.  Macdonald  of  No.  18, 
seconded  by  Representative  Fred'k  L.  Hea  of  No.  0,  that  the 
request  be  granted.     Motion  passed. 

Western  Star  Lodge,  No.  IG,  having  accredited  six  repre- 
sentatives, and  being  entitled  to  only  three,  the  Grand  Seci-e- 
tary  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
when  it  was  agreed  that  Representatives  Tedford,  Edwards 
and  Crowe  were  the  proper  representatives.  Past  Grands 
Anderson  and  Wilson,  and  Grand  Warden  VanBlarcom  with- 
drawing their  credentials. 

Representatives  Theo.  L.  Chappelle,  G,  H.,  seconded  by 
Representative  W.  C.  DesBrisay,  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  publisli  a  periodical 
(the  number  of  issues  per  year  beinrr  left  to  their  decision)  which  will  be 
recognizwl  as  the  official  organ  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  L.  P.  IJ.  N.  A.,  and 
which  wdl  difluse  the  principles  and  progress  of  the  Order  in  this  jurisdsction. 

Moved  by  Thos.  Robertson,  G.  Representative,  seconded  by 
Representative  N.  A.  Cliff  of  No.  13,  that  the  resolution  be 
received  and  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  be  composed 
of  the  Conmiittee  on  the  State  of  the  Order  and  the  Committee 
on  Finance.    Motion  passed. 
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Representative  W.  C.  DesBrisay  of  No.  8,  seconded  by  Rep- 
resentative Theo.  L.  Chappelle,  G.  H.,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tion : — 

Resolved,  That  Section  8  of  the  Constitution  of  Subordinate  Loilrrcs  be 
struck  out  and  the  following  substituted  : — Any  ntember  neglectinfj  to  make 
payment  of  his  dues  or  demands  against  him,  to  the  Lo<lj:t;  according  to  its 
constitution  or  bye-laws,  for  the  space  of  seven  ntonths  sliiitl  coase  to  be  a 
member  of  said  Lodge,  provided  that  the  fact  of  his  so  being  in  arrctars  for 
seven  months  shall  first  be  announced  in  open  Lodge,  at  two  regular  meetings. 

Representative  Frank  Graham  of  No.  10,  moved,  seconded 
by  Representative  Fred'k  L.  Hea  of  No.  9,  that  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  take  place  at  4  o'clock  tliis  after- 
noon.    Motion  passed. 

Representative  A.  A.  McLennan  of  No.  22,  seconded  by 
Representative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chaplain,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  concurred  in : — 

Whereas,  A  charter  was  in  August,  1875,  issued  to  Prince  Edward 
Lodge,  No.  22,  which  said  charter  contained  errors  and  omissions  in  t'le 
names  oi  charter  members  and  was  immediately  returned  by  said  Lodge 
to  the  late  G.  Secratary,  and  has  not  since  been  in  the  possession  of  said 
Lodge. 

Therefore  resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  be  autliorised  to  issue  a 
duplicate  charter  (without  charge)  to  Prince  Edward  Lodge,  ins^erting 
therein  as  charter  members  the  names  of  brothers  to  be  furnished  the  Grand 
Secretary  by  the  Secretary  of  Prince  Edward  Lodge. 

Representative  Frank  Graham  of  No.  10,  fron)  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  presented  the  following  re])oi-t,  which,  on 
motion  of  Representative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chaplain,  seconded 
by  Representative  W.  M.  McLean  of  No.  29,  was  laid  on  the- 
table  till  the  afternoon  Session. 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE'S    REPORT. 
To  the  Rif/ht  Worthy  Grand  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  L.  P.  B.  N.  A.  : 

Your  Finance  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge  now 
in  session,  that  they  have  had  submitted  to  them  the  books,  accounts  and 
reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  have  carefully 
examined  the  same. 

The  books  ot  the  Grand  Secretary  have  been  kept  in  a  straight-forward 
and  legible  manner,  and  therefore  materially  lessened  our  labors  in  auditing 
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tliom,  aiid  we  congratulato  tlie  Grand  Lodpe  in  securinj:;  the  services  of  so 
efficient  a  Secretary.  The  accou.its  have  all  been  checked,  and  we  find  his 
statements  correct. 

The  Grand  Trea-^iircr's  books  are  perfectly  in  order  with  those  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  and  the  balance  due  the  Grand  Lodge,  $419.43,  as  reported 
by  him  is  the  true  balance  due. 

The  Canada  Guarantee  Company  havln|»  refused  to  accept  bonds  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer,  both  officers  have  furnished  good  and 
sufficient  bonds  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Master. 

The  following  are  the  estimates  of  your  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year: 

RECEIPTS. 

P.alance  on  hand  per  G.  Treasurer's  report 8  419  i'*> 

Per  Capita  Tax 1100  00 

Charter  Dues 120  00 

Sale  of  Supplies 150  00 

Amount  due  by  Subordinate  Lodges  to  Jnne  30th,  1877 226  40 

$2015  83 

EXPENDITURES. 

Contingent  expenses $        60  00 

Grand  Secretary's  Salary 100  00 

Printing  and  Stationery 1.50  00 

IMileage  and  per  diem..' 500  00 

Travelling  expenses 100  00 

Grand  Lodge  U.  S.  dues 170  00 

Supplies 100  00 

SI 180  00 

"Will  leave  a  balance  in  favor  of  Grand  Lodge  of $  835  83 

Yonr  Committee  most  respectfully  recommend  that  out  of  the  amount 
now  on  hand,  viz.,  balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer,  $419.43,  and  in 
hands  of  Grand  Secretary,  $22G.40,  together  $645.83,  that  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  be  placed  in  bank  or  deposit  towards  meeting  the  amount 
due  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1879  to  the  Representatives  to  Grand  Lodge  in 
1876.  This  will  leave  sufficient  in  hand  to  pay  the  mileage  and  per  diem 
for  the  present  Session. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  GRAHAM,  ^ 

DAN.  SUTHERLAND,  (  „. 

JAMES  R.  MACDONALD     >^"'«"ce  Committee. 

WILLIAM  C.  DESIJRISAY. ) 

Kepvesontative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chap.,  from  the  Committee 
on  Returns  presented  the  following  report  which  was  adopted : 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    RETURNS. 
To  the  Rujlit  Worthy  Grand  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  L.  P.  B.  N.  A. : 

.Gvor?vp?r"''".''-?r  i^'^T'H"^^'*^P°^*'''*^*^^  '>«ve  examined  the 
June  Of  2-7  "'''fi^  '^  '^""  ^"f,  '"'''  ^^'''^^  ending  Dec.  31st,  1876,  and 
t."  T'?  r  il'^'l.  "^  ''"'  i}  co'-rect  except  the  Returns  of  Eastern 
No  n  andP.     r'-  V'^ol"°'"'^^,•'^^''^"^  19,  Guiding  Star, 

J^o.  .1,  and  Caledonia,  No.  28,  which  do  not  show  the  amounts  to  credit  o 
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Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund.  The  Returns  of  Eastern  Star,  No.  2,  Norton, 
No.  n,  and  Moore,  No.  17,  appear  incomplete  in  number  of  members,  and 
the  Returns  of  Western  Star  Lodge,  No.  16,  are  defective  in  not  jriving  the 
financial  statement.  There  is  a  marked  discrepancy  tietween  the  Keturns  of 
St.  Lawrence  Lodge  for  terms  ending  Dec.  31st,  1876,  and  June  30th,  1877, 
but  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  tlie  last  is  correct. 

Feeling  the  importance  of  having  correct  Returns  from  every  Lodge  in 
the  Jurisdiction,  your  committee  would  urge  on  secretaries  the  necessity  of 
taking  more  care  in  their  preparation. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  their  report  without  expressing  their 
regret  that  the  Lodges  have  not  remitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  returns 
sent  to  them  for  correction  by  order  of  this  Grand  Body  at  its  last  Annual 
Session,  and  hope  that  this  will  be  attended  to  immediately. 

Submitted  in  F.  L.  &  T., 

W.  A.  MOORE, 
PETER  CAMPBELL, 
D.  D.  DAVIDSON. 


Thos.  Robertson,  G.  Representative  from  the  Committee  on 
Appeals,  in  the  case  of 

McKelvie  vs.  Fuller  Lodge,  No.  5, 
presented  the  following  report : 


McKfxvie 

vs. 

Fuller  Lodge,  No.  5, 

Past  Grand  McKelvie  appeals  from  the  action  ot  Fuller  Lodge,  No.  5, 
in  not  complying  with  Section  Gth  Article  8th  of  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
vides that  a  brother  having  been  found  guilty  of  charges  preferred  against 
him,  the  penalty  may  be  expulsion  or  suspension,  if  neither  it  "  shall  be  rep- 
rimand or  fine,  or  both." 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  Appeal  of  Bro.  McKelvie  be  sus- 
tained, as  Brother  Carr  having  been  regularly  tried  and  convicted  of  the 
charges  preferred  against  him,  it  became  compulsory  upon  the  Lodge, 
they  having  refused  to  expel  or  suspend,  "to  fine  or  reprimand,  or 
both,"  and  that  Fuller  Lodge,  No.  5,  be  instructed  to  comply  with  Section 
(jth  Article  8th  of  Constitution. 

JAMES  H.  ELLIS, 
FRED'K  L.  HEA, 
CALEB  SCHURMAN, 
T.  A.  COSSMANN, 
THOMAS  ROBERTSON. 


u 


JOURNAL  OF  PROCEEDINGS 


Thos.  Robertson,  0.  Representative,  fi-om  the  same  com- 
mittee in  tlie  case  of 

Chtsholm  t's.  Norton  Lodge, 
presented  the  following  report  :— 

CHrenoLM, 

vs. 

NoRTox  Lodge,  No  6, 

In  this  case  P.  McG.  Chisholm,  Past  (Jmnd,  charges  Bro.  John  K.  Fraser 
of  violation  of  obligation  taken  in  this  Order,  and  for  using  indecorous  and 
disrespectful  language  in  Lodge  Room,  and  for  conduct  unbecoming  an  Odd 
Fellow.  Tlie  action  of  Norton  Lodge,  No.  6,  relieves  Brother  Fraser  from 
these  charges,  from  which  decision  Past  Grand  Chishohn  appeals  upon  the 
following  grounds; 

That  comuiittee  refused  to  hear  witnesses  offered  by  him,  and  other 
■charges  of  a  serious  nature  against  members  of  committee  and  of  Norton  Lodge. 

From  the  documents  in  our  possession  we  have  no  evidence  to  establish 
the  truthfulness  ol  these  statements  nor  any  reply  of  the  committee  or  ^iodge 
thereto. 

From  among  the  papers  submitted  in  this  case  we  make  the  following 
extract  from  the  report  of  committee  of  Norton  Lodge,  No.  6,  the  adoption 
of  which,  and  subswjuent  action  of  lodge  thereon  formed  the  ground  of  Past 
Crand  P.  McG.  Chisholm's  appeal : 

"  From  the  high  state  of  excitement  which  prevailed  on  the  night  of  the 
•6th  March,  and  the  quantity  of  ill-tempered  language  used  by  members  on 
that  night,  the  members  of  this  committee  who  were  present  on  that  occasion 
cannot  weigh  ivroperly  the  personal  testimony  of  either  party  to  this  case, 
which  is  directly  opposed  one  to  the  other. 

"  As  Odd  Fellows  bound  together  by  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  rule 
our  conduct  towards  each  other  by  the  standard  of  Friendship,  Love  and 
Truth,  we  would  solemnly  protest  against  such  disgraceful  scenes  as  occurred 
in  our  lodge  room  on  the  night  of  the  5th  INIarch,  and  we  therefore  recommend 
that  the  Lodge  take  such  action  in  reference  to  the  portions  of  the  charge 
which  have  been  sustained  as  will  help  members  to  keep  in 
wholesome  remembrance  the  fact  that  however  great  the  provocation,  the 
raemt)ers  of  tins  Lodge  will  always  hold  worthy  of  censure  any  member  who 
takes  upon  himself  to  obtain,  independent  of  the  Lodge,  satisfaction  for 
attacks  upon  his  character,  or  breaches  of  the  principles  of  our  Order,  made 
by  members  of  the  Order  in  or  out  of  lodge-room." 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  appeal  of  Past  Grand  Chisholm,  be 
referred  to  Norton  Lodge,  No.  €,  for  their  answer  thereto,  and  are  of  the 
opinion  thatsuch  personal  wrangling  and  disputes  are  calculated  to  inflict  disas- 
ter and  disrespect  upon  the  Order  when  brought  to  this  Grand  Body,  and  had 
the  appellant  in  this  case  been  guided  by  the  brotherly  suggestions  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  from  his  position  as  a  member  of  this  Grand  Body  he  was  bound 
to  (lo,  tlie  strife  and  discord  which  in  this  case  created  heart  burnings  and 
tlivisions  among  brethren  would  have  been  banished  from  the  lodge  room, 
?ind  the  names  of  brothers  who  indulged  in  the  unseemly  personalities  would 
tiave  been  unknown  to  tire  Representatives  here  assembled. 

JAMES  H.  ELLIS, 
FHED'K  L.  HEA, 
CALEB  SCHURMAN, 
T.  A.  COSSMANN, 
THOMAS  ROBERTSON. 
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Representative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chap.,  moved,  secorulod  by 
J.  C.  P.  Frazee,  G.  Sec,  that  the  report  be  a<lopted.  Motion 
withdrawn,  and  the  report  laid  on  the  table. 

Thos.  Robertson,  G.  Representative,  presented,  from  the 
same  committee,  a  report  in  the  case  of 

Graham  vs.  Norton  Lodge. 

Moved  by  Representative  Frank  Graham  of  No.  10,  sec- 
onded by  Representative  W.  M.  McLean  of  No.  21),  that  the 
report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  to  bring  an  outline 
of  the  case. 

Moved  and  seconded  as  an  amendment  that  the  papers  be 
now  read.     Amendment  lost.     Motion  passed. 

The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Laws  of  Subordinates 
being  absent,  the  Grand  Master  appointed  Representative 
Frank  Graham  of  No.  10,  Representative  W.  M.  McLean  of 
No.  29,  and  Representative  E.  A.  Bent  of  No.  25,  to  serve  on 
that  committee. 

Representativ3  Theo.  L.  Chappelle,  G.  H.,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Petitions  presented  the  following  reports,  which 
were  adopted : — 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  Lower  Provinces  B.  N.  A. : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Petitions  beg  leave  to  report,  and  recomentl  that 
charters  be  granted  to  the  following  Lodges  working  under  dispensations 
since  October  last,  viz. : 

Caledonia  Lodge,  No.   28,  of  Hopewell,  N.  S. 
Siloam  "  29,        St.  John,  N.  B. 

Union  ♦'  30,        Springville,  N.  S. 

JOHN  PRINGLE, 
JAMES  MITCHEL, 
THEO.  L.  CHAPPELLE. 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  I  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  L.  P.  B.  N.A.: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Petitions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Mystic  Ti*e  Lodge,  No.  23,  of  Oxford  N.  S.,  requesting  the  privilege  of  meet- 
ing every  alternate  Monday,  instead  of  weekly  as  heretofore,  beg  leave  to 
report,  and  recommend  that  their  request  be  granted  by  this  R.  W.  Grand 

Lodge. 

**  JOHN  PRINGLE, 

JAMES  MITCHEL, 

THEO.  L.  CHAPPELLE. 
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Representative  D.  B.  Stewart  of  No.  23,from  the  Connuittee 
on  tlie  State  of  the  Order,  presented  the  following  repijrt, 
which  was  received  and  adopted  : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  ORDER. 

To  the  It.  W.  Grand  Lodfje,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  Loxcer  Provinces,  B.  N.  A. : 

Your  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Order,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

1st.  lliat  they  consider  that  this  Grand  Body  is  to  be  conp;ratulated  on 
the  very  satisfactory  prof^rcss  since  our  last  Annual  Session,  as  shown  by  the 
reports  submitted  by  our  M.  W.  G.  blaster,  G.  Secretary  and  G.  Treasurer ; 
and  also  that  the  large  representation  now  present  denotes  a  more  <fi'ueral 
interest  in  our  Order  throughout  the  juris  liction  than  ever  before  evinced. 

2nd.    Your  committee  would  heartily  commend  the  action  of  the  G 
Master  in  carrying  out  *he  suggestions  of  the  previous  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Onlor ;  we  believe  the  caution  exercised  by  him  in  granting  dispensa- 
tions has  already  wrought  a  marked  change  in  the  harmony  and  general 
welfare  of  the  Order. 

3nl.  They  would  also  congratulate  this  Grand  Body  on  having  the 
services  of  such  an  efficient  Secretary  as  the  present  incumbent  has  proved 
himself  to  be  by  the  able  and  thoroughly  practical  report  which  he  has  sub- 
mitted ;  they  would  also  remark  the  decided  advantage  of  having  the  offices 
of  G.  Sec.  and  G.  Treas.  distinct,  and  would  compliment  the  G.  Treasurer  nn 
the  highly  satisfactory  exhibit  which  he  has  submitted. 

4th.  Your  committee  would  consider  the  explanation  of  Bro.  Robertson 
as  Historiographer  as  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  would  recommend  that  ho 
be  retained  in  that  oflice.  They  would  suggest  that  Representatives  bring 
the  matter  to  the  immediate  notice  of  their  respective  Lodges,  and  urge  the 
necessity  of  complying  with  the  Grand  Secretary's  circular  of  Dec.  4,  1875, 
in  every  case  where  it  has  not  been  done. 

5th.  They  would  notice  that  there  is  a  growing  tendency  of  inquiry 
regarding  our  principles  in  localities  where  Lodges  have  not  yet  been  insti- 
tuted, and  although  our  Order  is  not  aggressive  in  principle,  yet  they  would 
urge  upon  District  Deputies  the  advisability  of  fostering  our  principles 
wherever  they  may  have  taken  root ;  they  would  call  the  special  attention  of 
Deputies  to  the  following  places  which  have  been  brought  to  the  immediate 
notice  of  the  committee,  viz.,  Berwick,  Wolfville  and  Amherst  in  Nova 
Scotia,  Chatham  and  Carleton,  N.  B.,  and  Alberton  and  Souris,  P.  E.  L 

Cth.  There  being  an  evident  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  business  man- 
agement and  working  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  a 
tirand  Instructor  be  appointed  to  visit  all  the  Lodges  in  this  juristiction  as 
often  as  deemed  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  givin<r  instruction  in  the 
workings  of  the  Order,  and  the  thorough  inspection  of  the  books  and  docu- 
ments ot  each  Lodge,  thereby  preventing  the  evils  and  irregularities  evinced 
by  incomplete  returns,  as  noticed  in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary. 

f  r.JS\    ^v*^"^  ^J^^^  ^°^y  ^""'^^  entertain  a  change  in  the  representation 
lonTnf-    '•!"''?  I^o'ises,  viz.,-that  they  be  entitled  to  one  charter  repie- 

ron  ,n!r  !"     r    "^n''^  ^%^^  P''^'^"*'  ^''«  «"^«""t  thus  saved  would  provide 
remuneration  for  a  Grand  Instructor. 
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8th.  They  consider  the  present  status  of  the  Order  in  this  jurisdiction 
is  the  Iwst  tribute  we  can  pay  to  the  ability  which  our  Executive  have  exer- 
cised during  the  past  year> 

Fraternally  Bubniitted, 

DOUGLAS  B.  STEWART, 
KENNETH  J.  MACKENZIE, 
A.  W.  LITTLE. 


Past  Grand  Master  H.  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislation,  presented  the  following  report  which 
was  adopted : — 

REPORT   OF   THE   COMMITTEE    ON    LEGISLATION. 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  Lower  Provinces,  B.  N.  A .  : 

Your  Committee  on  Legislation,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Decisions  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  beg  to  report : 

1st.  "  A  dispensation  issued  bv  a  Grand  Master,  constituting  a  Sub- 
ordinate Lodge,  being  only  a  provisional  instrument  is  of  no  force  or  effect 
after  a  charter  has  been  issued,  nor  could  it  be  recognized  as  valid  after 
the  first  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  subsequent  to  its  issue." 

This  decision  is  approved  being  in  accordance  with  Section  535  of  the 
Digest. 

2nd.  "  A  mere  clerical  error,  such  as  the  substitution  of  a  wrong  name 
in  the  body  of  a  charter,  regularly  issued  by  a  Grand  Lodge,  is  not  sufficient 
to  vitiate  that  instrument." 

To  this  decision  which  is  approved,  we  would  add  that  should  the  Grand 
Secretary  fail  to  rectify  such  an  error  when  requested,  the  Lodge  desiring 
such  correction  may  petition  the  Grand  Lodge  to  direct  the  same  to  be  done. 

3rd.  "  During  the  absence  of  the  N.  G.  the  V.  G.  takes  his  position  ; 
bnt  if  a  vacancy  occur  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  office  ought  to  be 
filled  by  election." 

This  decision  is  approved,  being  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the 
Order.     See  Digest,  Sec.  1333. 

4th.  "  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy,  a  sitting  V.  G.,  who  is  not  a  Past  V. 
G.,  is  not  eligible  for  election  to  the  office  of  N.  G.,  unless  all  others  qualified 
refuse  to  act." 

This  decision  is  approved,  being  in  accordance  with  Section  1333  of  the 
Digest. 

6th.  "  When  neither  expulsion  nor  suspension  has  been  determined 
upon  as  a  penalty  under  Sec.  6,  Art.  VIIL  of  the  Constitution  of  Subordi- 
nates, then  it  remains  for  the  Lodge  to  decide  whether  the  penalty  shall  be 
*  reprimand  or  fine,'  and  it  has  no  option  but  to  inflict  one  of  these  penalties." 

The  principle  involved  in  this  decision  is  fully  borne  out  by  the  Section 
of  the  Constitution  of  Subordinates  referred  to,  and  is  therefore  approved. 

6th.  "  If  a  Brother's  illness  is  such  as  does  not  prevent  him  from  earn- 
ing a  livelihood,  he  is  not  entitled  to  benefits." 

Approved,  being  in  accordance  with  Sections  172  and  173  of  the  Digest. 

7th.  "  It  is  illegal  and  improper  for  a  Lodge  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
investigate  street  rumors  concerning  a  Brother. 

3 
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•'  Members  of  the  Onier  ounht  not  to  bo  harassed  with  indirect  charges, 
and  it  is  in  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  that  there  should  be  a  person  rcsimii- 
sible  for  a  libel  aj^ainst  a  Brother." 

Fully  sustained  by  Sec.  8,  Art.  VIII.  of  the  Constitution  of  Subordinates, 
and  is  therefore  approved. 

8th.  •'  A  charge  was  brought  against  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  which  was 
decided  in  his  favor,  but  an  appeal  was  taken  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  Subse- 
quently the  member  was  elected  N.  G.  of  his  Lodge.  Objection  was  taken 
to  his  installation  because  he  was  under  charges. 

I  decided  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  foregoing  case  to  prevent  the 
member  from  being  installed  as  N.  G." 

A]  proved,  ai  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  Section  326  a  of  the 


Digest 


HENRY  A.  TAYLOR, 
H.  McKELVIE, 
W.  A.  MOORE. 


Past  Grand  Master  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  from  the  same  Com- 
mittee, alsD  presented  the  following  Report,  which  was 
adopted : — 

BEFORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON    LEQIBLATIGN. 

Your  Committee  on  Legislation,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
Grand  Secretary's  report  relating  to  the  respective  duties  of  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary and  Grand  Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  Sec.  4,  Art.  IV.  of 
the  Constitution  be  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 

Section  4. — The  Right  Worthy  Grand  Secretary  shall  make  a  iust 
and  true  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the   Grand   Lodge  at  every   session, 
and  transmit,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  close  of  the  annual  session,  to 
the  Subordinate  Lodges  each  two  printed  copies  tliereof.     He  shall  keep  the 
accounts  between  (he  Grand  Lodge  and  its  subordinates,  receive  all  moneys 
and  pay  the  same  immediately  to  the  Grand   Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt 
for  the  same.     He  shall  issue  all  necessary  notices  and  circulars  to  subordi- 
nates, representatives  and  officers ;  transmit  to  the   Grand  Lodge  of  the 
United  States  a  regular  report  of  the  Order,  made  up  to  the  31st  of  December 
in  each  year.    He  shall  provide  all  stationery  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  superintend  such  printing  as  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  direct.     He  shall 
keep  his  accounts  in  such  a  manner  as  will  exhibit  the  source  and  amount  of 
receipts,  and  by  whom  paid  ;  and  the  purpose  and  amount  of  the  disburse- 
ments; have  his  accounts  closed  up  to  the  81st  day  of  July  in  each  year, 
and  submit  them  to  the  Finance  Committee  at   *\m  annual  session  of  the 
Grand    Lodge.      He    shall    attend    all    regular    sessions    of  the    Grand 
Lodge.    He  shall,  previous  to  his  installation,  give  bonds  to  the  Trustees 
of    the    Grand    Lodge    of   the    Independent    Order     of   Odd     Fellows 
of    the    Lower   Provinces   of  British    North     America,    conditioned    in 
such  an  amount  as  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  may  from 
tune  to  time  require :  provided,  the  amount  of  such  bond  shall  In  no  case 
be  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  ; 
and  he  shall  receive  such  salary  as  the  Grand  Lodge  at  each  annual  session 
may  determine. 
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The  T?i<;lit  Worthy  Grand  Trcasiirt-r  sliall  receive  and  lioM  nil  moneys 
lianded  to  liiin  by  the  (inmd  Secretary,  s'vinj;  liis  receipt  for  tlie  same.  I'lo 
shall  i)ay  all  orders  drawn  on  him  l»y  the;  (Jrand  Masti-r,  and  coiinter-siyned 
hy  the  Grand  Secretary,  lie  shall  cK-piwit  all  stuns  ove-  fliirty  dollars  iti  his 
pojisession  in  a  savinj^s' liaiik,  and  he  piTprired  at  all  times  to  f;ive  sueh  Hnan- 
cial  information  as  the  flrand  Master  or  Trustees  may  require.  He  shall, 
l|)rcvion8  to  his  installation  pive  to  the  Trustees  such  a  bond  as  shall  be  satis- 
taefory  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  (irand  Lodj,'e,  in  the  sum  uf  one 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithtui  peribriiiance  of  his  duties. 

HKNRY  A.  TAYLOR, 
H.  McKELVIK, 
W.  A.  MOOUE. 

Past  Grand  Master  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  of  the  Committee  on 
Leixislation  then  ijfave  the  followinif 

NOTICE    OF    AMENDMENT. 

I  hereby  give  notice  tlwit  at  next  annual  session  of  this  Grand  Lo(l;;e  I 
•will  move  that  Section  4,  Article  IV.  of  the  Constitution  bo  amended  in 
accordance  with  the  above  report. 

HENRY  A.  TAYLOR. 

Representative  N,  A.  Cliff,  of  No.  13,  Chairman  of  the 
Trustees,  presented  the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    TRUSTEES. 
Totht  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  Lower  Procinces,  B.  N.  A.: 

We,  the  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  wc  have 
not  received  any  money  from  the  Grand  Treasurer  for  iiwestment  or  other- 
wise, but  have  received  bonds  from  tlie  following  Brothers,  viz., — the  Grand 
Secretary  for  SSOO ;  D.  D.  G.  Masters,  Robertson,  Stewart,  Davidson, 
liiohards,  Murdoch,  Stumbles  and  tjchurman  for  S200  each. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  A.  CLIFF, 
JAMES  MITCHEL, 
WILLIAM  C.  DesBRISAY. 

fflepresentative  P.  M<;G.  Chisliolm,  of  No,  G,  seconded  by 
Representative  John  Douglas,  of  No.  5,  moved  the  following 
lesolution : — 

Resolved^  That  the  decision  (No.  2)  of  the  Grand  Master  laid  over  from 
last  year,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislation, 

PETER  McG,  CHISHOLM, 
JOHN  DOUGLAS. 

On  motion  (Jrand  Lodge  ^cljoumed  to  2  o'clock,  p.  m. 
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A^I  TERNOON     SESSIOIST, 

Wednesday,  August  15tli,  1877. 

Grand  Lodge  re-assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  2' 
o'clock,  P.M.,  W.  W.  Stumbles,  jr.,  D.  G.  M.,  in  the  cliahv 
Minutes  of  last  Session  read,  and  on  motion  approved. 

Representative  Frank  Graham,  of  No.  10,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Laws  of  Subordinates,  presented  the  following- 
Report  : — 

REPORT   OF   COMMnTEE   ON    LAWS    OF    StTBORDlNATES. 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  Lower  Provinces,  B.  N.  A.  : 

Your  Committee  on  Laws  of  Subordinates,  respeetfully  beg  to  report 
that  the  only  matter  befora  them  for  this  Session  is,  that  of  the  advisability  of 
establishing  Degree  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction.  They  have  therefore  to  pre- 
sent the  following,  relative  to  Degree  and  Kebekah  Ix)dges,  as  an' amendment 
to  the  Constitution : 

CONSTITUTION  AND  GENERAL  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  FORMATION 
AND  GOVERNMENT  OF  DEGREE  LODGES. 

1. — Whenever  it  may  appear  to  tbe  brethren  of  any  Lodge  or  Lodges  in 
any  city  or  town  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  L.  P.  B.N.  A., 
that  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  Order  to  establish  a 
Degree  Lodge  in  such  place,  it  shall  be  proper  for  them  to  authorize  ten 
broviiers  of  the  Scarlet  Degree  to  make  a  written  application  to  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  that  etTect. 

Such  application  shall  be  signed  by  the  full  number  of  the  brethren  so 
authorized;  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  the  Charter  Fee,  $5  ;  by  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  D.  D.  G.  RI.,  that  the  petitioners  are  properly  qualified,  and  by 
a  certificate  over  the  Seal  of  the  Lodge  or  Lodges  with  whicfi  they  are  con- 
nected, that  they  are  members  in  good  standing,  and  t'lat  they  have  been 
duly  authorized  by  their  Lodge  or  Lodges  to  apply  for  such  Charter. 

3.— On  receipt  of  a  formal  application  for  a  Charter  as  above  required, 
the  Grand  Master  may  issue  a  Warrant  for  the  immediate  establishment  of  a 
Degree  Lodge. 

4.— As  soon  as  the  neces-sarv  authority  shall  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Grand  JNL  .tcr,  the  D.  D.  G.  M.  shall  summon  all  Scarlet  Degree  members  in 
good  standing  m  their  Lodge  or  Lodges,  and  proceed  with  the  institution  of 
tl>e  Lodge  and  the  election  and  installation  of  the  ofRccrs,  af\er  the  manner 
and  form  prescribed  for  the  same. 
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■5. — A  Degree  Lodge  shall  be  composed  of  membei-s  in  good  standing  in 
the  Order  ol  the  Scarlet  Degree,  resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Degree  Lodge,  and  all  business  (except  that  of  conferring  the  li^t,  2nd,  3rd, 
ancJ  4th  Degrees  of  this  Order),  shall  be  transaiHcd  when  open  in  the  Scarlet 
Degree,  and  five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

6. — The  Elective  Officers  of  a  Degree  Lodge  shall  be  a  Degree  Master, 
Deputy  Degree  Master,  1st  Assistant  Deputy  Degree  Master,  2nd  Assistant 
Deputy  Degree  Master,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  elected  annu- 
ally by  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled  tor  that  purpose. 

7. — Nominations  for  Elective  Odlcers  shall  be  made  upon  the  last  two 
meetings  in  the  term,  and  the  election  shall  be  held  upon  the  last  regu- 
lar meeting  in  the  term,  and  the  iristallation  of  Officers  shall  take  place  on 
the  fii-st  regular  meeting  of  the  succeeding  term. 

8. — The  Appointed  Officers  shall  be  a  Warden,  Conductor,  and  Outside 
and  Inside  Guardians,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Degree  Master  on  the  niglit 
of  his  installation. 

9. — No  brother  shall  be  eligible  for  the  office  of  Degree  Master  or  Deputy 
Degree  Master,  who  is  not  a  P.  (t.  in  good  standing  in  some  Subordinate 
Lodge  of  this  Order  in  the  L.  P.  B.  N.  A. 

10. — Loss  of  good  standing,  suspension  or  expulsion  from  membership  in 
a  Subordinate  Lodge,  shall  at  once  similarly  affect  the  member's  standing  in 
the  Degree  Lodge,  and  re-instatement  in  the  Subordinate  shall  work  re-in- 
statement  in  tlie  Degree  Lodge. 

11. — The  Degree  Master  shall  preside,  and  shall  have  power  to  convene 
special  meetings,  and  chall  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  prescribed  by  the 
official     ligations  and  tlve  usages  of  the  Order. 

12.  -The  Deputy  Degree  Master  shall  occupy  the  usual  position  of  the 
V.  G.,  assist  the  Degree  Master  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  in  his 
absence  shall  preside. 

13._The  1st  A.  D.  D.  Master.  2nd  A.  D.  D.  Master,  Treasurer,  Warden, 
Conductor,  Inside  Guardian  and  Outside  Guardian,  shall  perform  tlie  duties 
assigned  to  them  at  their  installation,  and  by  the  usages  of  the  Order. 

14.— The  Secretary  shall  keep  accurate  minutes  of  the  transactions  of 
the  Degree  Lodge,  he  shall  conduct  all  con  jspondence  and  report  promptly 
to  their  respective  Lodges,  the  names  of  brothers  upon  whom  Degrees  are 
conferred,  and  also  the  date  and  name  or  names,  or  numbers  of  the  Degrees 
conferred.  He  shall  make  out  for  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  first  regular  meet- 
ing in  each  term,  a  report  of  the  Officers  for  the  current  term,  and  the 
numbers  of  each  Degree  conferred,  and  also  of  the  funds  of  the  Degree  Lodge, 
particularizing  the  sources  whence  such  funds  have  been  derived.  He  shall 
enter  in  a  separate  book  or  record,  the  name  of  every  brother  receiving 
Degrees,  togetJier  with  the  name  of  his  Lodge,  and  date  of  receiving  the  said 
Degrees,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  prescribed  by  his  charge  ot 
office,  and  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Order. 

15.— The  application  of  a  brother  for  any  Degree,  with  the  fee  for  the 
same,  must  be  received  by  his  Subordinate  Lodge,  in  which  Lodge  he  shall  be 
balloted  for  by  the  members  of  the  Degree  for  which  he  applies,  when 
opened  in  that  Degree.  If  he  be  not  opposed  by  more  than  three  Wack  balls, 
he  shall  be  deemed  eligible,  and  a  certificate  to  that  effect  sha" 
him,  which  certificate,  on  being  presented  to  the  Degree  Lod 
authority  for  conferring  the  Degree  or  Degrees  applied  for. 

1 6.— A  Degree  Lodge  may,  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
of  the  "  ■      -•         -    -  '    - 


«g^7 


be   granted 
shall  be  its 


e  Subordinate  Lodge  or  Lodges  connected  with  it,  present  and  voting  at 
mlar  meeting  of  such  Subordinate  Lodge  or  Lodges,  charge  its  members 
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an  entrance  fee  and  stated  dws.  Sliould  no  fees  or  dnes  be  chargfil,  the 
expenses  of  tlie  Degree  Lodge  sPiaTl  be  borne  by  the  Subordinate  Lodge  or 
Lodge  s  to  which  the  Degree  members  bekwig. 

17. — A  Subordinate  Lodge  may  provide  by  its  Bye-Laws  for  the  pay- 
ment to  the  Degree  Lodge  of  a  part  or  the  Avhole  of  the  regular  charge  for 
Degrees. 

18. — Any  Degree  Lodge  .shall  have  power  to  adopt  necessary  Bye-Laws, 
rules  and  regulations  for  its  government,  conformable  to  this  Con.stitution, 
and  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  L.  P.  B.N.  A., 
and  the  laws  and  usages  of  this  Order. 

IS^. — Degree  Lodges  shall  he  sudject  to  all  the  laws  applying  to  Sulx»rdi- 
nate  Lodges  in  the  matter  of  sessions,  terms,  returns,  trials  and  penalties,  and 
forff'iture  of  Charter ;  except  that  they  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  per 
capita  tax  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  GENERAL  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  FORMATION 
AND  GOVERNMENT  OF  REBEKAH  DEGREE  LODGES. 

!• — Rebekah  Degree  Lodges  may  be  instituted  on  the  application  often 
or  more  persons  in  po.ssession  of  that  Degree,  five  of  whom  shall  be  members 
in  good  standing  of  some  Subordinate  Lodge  or  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction, 
and  five  wives  of  Scarlet  Degree  members  in  good  standing  in  the  Order. 
Such  application  shall  be  signed  by  the  applicants,  and  shall  be  accompanied 
by  tlie  Charter  Fee  of  S5,  by  certificates  of  qualification  from  the  Lodges  to 
whicli  the  applicants  or  their  husbands  may  belong,  and  by  a  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Lodge  or  Lodges  in  the  city  or  town  from  whicli  the  application 
comes. 

2. — Rebekah  Degree  Lodges  shall  have  the  power  to  confer  the  Degree 
of  Rebekah  on  such  Scarlet  Degree  members  and  their  wives  as  present  certi- 
ficates from  Subordinate  Lodges  within  this  juvisdicfion  ;■  and  also  upon 
widows  of  Odd  Fellows  prcseming  certificates  "from  Lodges  of  which  their 
husbands  were  mcmbei-s  at  the  tiiue  of  their  decease.  No  fee  shall  be  charged 
for  conferring  such  Degree.  l)ut  the  Lodge  may  ordain  fees  of  admission  and 
dues,  to  be  paid  by  all  who  nvy  be  admitted  to  membership. 

3.— Rebekah  Degree  Lodges  shall  have  power  to  adopt  sach  Bye-Laws 
and  Rules  of  Order  as  they  may  see  fit ;  provukd  alwm/s,  that  no  such  Bye- 
Laws  and  Rules  of  Order  shall  become  operative  until  after  t'ley  have  been 
approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  L.  P.  B.  N.  A.,  or  in  its  recess,  by  its 
Committee  on  Laws  of  Subordinates. 

4.— Rebekah  Degree  Lodges  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  laws  applying 
to  Subordmate  Lodges  in  the  matter  of  sessions,  terms,  returns,  trials  and 
penalties,  aud  forfeiture  of  Charter ,  excepting  that  they  shall  not  be  requirerl 
to  pay  a  per  capita  tax  to  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  GRAHAM, 
■\V.  M.  McLEAW,  Jb., 
E.  A.  BENT. 

On  motion  the  G.  \V.  was  directed  to  retire  to  the  ante- 
room and  confer  the  Grand  Lodge  Degree  on  Representative 
Jas.  McClure,  of  No.  20.  The  G.  W.  retired  accordingly,  and 
Repre.sentati^-e  McChu'e,  being  instructed,  was  admitted,  and 
took  his  seat. 
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Thos.  Kobertson,  Grand  Representative,  from  the  Committee 
on  Appeals,  presented  the  Report  of  the  Committee  in  the  case 
of 

Graham  vs.  Norton  Lodge. 

(Grand  Master  entered  and  took  the  chair.) 
On  the  Report  being  read  clause  by  clause,  it  was  moved 
by  Representative  G.  Murdoch,  of  No.  9,  seconded  and  passed 
(16  to  8),  that  the  first  clause  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
last  part  of  the  clause. 

Representative  A.  Gushing,  of  No.  9,  moved  that  all  after 
the  word  "  either  "  in  the  second  clause  be  struck  out.  Motion 
passed.  The  Report  was  then  adopted  as  amended,  and  read 
as  follows : — 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    OK    APPEALS. 

To  the  R.  W.  GroAxd  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  Lower  Provinces,  B.  iV.  .4.  ; 

Graham, 

vs. 

Norton  Lodge,  No.  6, 

In  th's  case  Bro.  G.  J.  Graham  charges  P.  McG.  Chishohu,  P.  G.,  with 
conduct  unbecoming  an  Odd  Fellow. 

«  4»  •  «  » 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  submitted  by  Brother 
Graham  to  the  committee  of  Norton  Lodge,  No.  6,  was  not  sufficient  to  prove 
the  charges  preferred  by  him  against  BiO.  P.  McG.  Chisholm,  P.  G.,  as  there 
were  simply  the  statements  of  the  accuser  and  accused,  without  evidence  to 

support  either. 

*  «  «  •  • 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  appeal  of  Bro.  Geo.  J.  Graham  be 
dismissed. 

JAMES  H,  ELLIS, 
FRED'K  L.  HEA, 
CALEB  SCHURMAN, 
T.  A.  COSSMANN, 
THOS.  ROBERTSON. 

The  same  Committee's  report  in  the  case  of 

Chisholm  vs.  Norton  Lodge, 

which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  (p.  94),  was  taken  up,  and 
on  motion  of  Representative  G.  Murdoch,  of  No.  9,  seconded  by 
Representative  W.  C.  DesBrisay,  of  No.  8,  was  adopted. 
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Representative  W.  W.  Stumbles,  jr.,D.  G.  M.,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence  presented  the  following,  which  was 
adopted : 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  Lower  Provinces,  B.  N.  A.  : 


they  have  read  and 
hands  by  the  Grand 


Tour  Committee  would  respectfully  report,  that 
passed  in  review  the  communications  placed  in  their 
Master  and  the  Grand  Secretary. 

We  observe  that  a  large  portion  of  this  correspondence  requires  no 
special  mention  from  this  committee,  such,  for  instance,  as  orders  for  supplies, 
letters  in  which  cash  has  been  enclosed,  and  notifications  of  rejections  and 
expulsions,  all  of  which,  requiring  answers,  have  been  attended  to  by  the 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  correspondence  in  general  has  been  conducted  with  promptness  and 
discretion  by  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Secretary.  Your  Committee 
found  but  very  little  left  for  them  to  do  except  to  commend  what  has  been 
so  well  and  faithfully  done. 

We  observed  among  the  correspondence  the  resignation  of  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  the  Grand  Master.  The  ground  of  this  resignation  is  stated  in 
the  letter  to  be  the  refusal  of  the  Canada  Guarantee  Company  to  give  bonds 
to  this  Lodge  for  the  forthcoming  of  all  moneys  and  papers  received  by  the 
Grand  Secretary.  You  aie  aware  that,  by  a  resolution  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  this  Body,  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer  are 
required  to  give  bonds  in  the  Canada  Guarantee  Co.  The  refusal  of  the 
Company  to  give  the  bonds  was  not  from  any  defect  in  the  application  papers 
ot  Bros.  Frazee  and  Taylor,  nor  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  them,  but 
because  this  Lodge  is  not  a  corporate  body.  The  refusal  of  the  Grand 
Master  to  accept  the  resignation  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  his  willingness 
to  accept  private  bonds  from  Bros.  Frazee  and  Taylor,  should  meet  with  the 
cordial  support  and  commendation  of  this  Grand  Body. 

A  circular  received  from  the  Grand  Sire  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  U.  S., 
respecting  the  use  of  illegal  ode  cards  in  Subordinate  Lodges  was  promptly 
attended  to  by  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary ;  quite  a  number  of 
the  Illegal  cards  were  sent  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  were  replaced  by 
legal  ones.  ■'  f  ■/ 

Telegrams  and  letters  were  received  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Michigan, 
♦1  X,  Ontario,  requiring  information  respecting  wants  of  the  members  ot 
the  Under  who  suffered  so  severely  in  the  late  disastrous  fire  in  St.  John, 
iiiese  letters  and  telegrams  were  forwarded  to  D.  D.  G.  M.  Murdoch,  who 
was  in  a  better  position  to  give  the  information  required  than  the  Grand 
secretary.  It  must  be  pleasing  for  this  Grand  Lodge  to  learn  from  examina- 
tion 01  the  correspondence  that  the  sympathy  for  our  brethren  in  distress  was 
wide-spread  and  general  throughout  the  Order.  Neither  nationality  nor  dis- 
tance seemed  to  be  barriers  to  obstruct  the  expression  of  sympatliv  for  those 
who  were  sufferers  by  the  great  calamity.  Nor  did  this  feeling  appear  to  be 
mere  sentiment,  for  in  many  instances  inquiries  for  information  were  accom- 
panied by  promises  of  aid. 

r.rn-  ^"7.1  ^^'"'"'"ee  cannot  refrain  from  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of 
praise  of  the  promptness  and  dispatch  shown  by  Grand  Secretary  Frazee  in 
the  discharge  of  his  onerous  duties  as  corresponding  Secretary  of  this  Lodge. 
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The  success  of  the  Order  depends  to  a  larrre  extent  upon  the  wisdom,  discre- 
tion and  promptness  of  the  answers  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  to  letters 
requiring  immediate  attention,  and  we  feel  satisfied- that  this  jurisdiction  has 
not  suffered  by  any  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  that  officer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  W.  STUMBLES,  Jr„ 
H.  VanBLARCOM, 
N.  A.  CLIFF. 

Rep.  G.  Murdoch,  of  No.  9,  D.  D.  G.  M.,  presented  the 
following  Report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Distribution : — 


REPORT  OF  THE  D.  D.  0.  MASTER  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  ST.  JOHN. 

St.  John,  N.  B.,  August  9(h,  1877. 

Robert  Hockin,  Esq.,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  L.  P.  B.  N.  A.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother,— With  the  close  of  another  year  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  report  again  the  progress  and  present  state  of  the  Order  in  this 
District. 

INCREASE. 

During  the  year,  which  ended  with  the  30th  day  of  June  last,  the  Initia- 
tions m  this  DkU'ict  numbered  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  (161)  sixty-seven 
(67)  of  which  belonged  to  the  first  term  and  ninety-four  (94)  to  the  second. 

The  increase  in  membei-shiphas  been  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (139), 
and  the  present  sirength  of  the  Order  here  is  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
(527).  The  December  per  capita  amounted  to  $132.30,  and  the  June  ditto 
to  S158.10  :  or  a  total  for  the  year  of  S290.40.  These  amounts,  together 
with  S7.50  collected  for  Dispensations,  issued  during  the  jear.  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Particulars  of  the  above  summaries  are  given  in  the  subjoined  Table: 


LODGE. 

INITIATED. 

1 
Present  Mem- 
bership. 

Increase  dur- 
ing year. 

PER  CAPITA    COLLECTED. 

Name. 

No. 

Decemb'r 
Terra. 

June 
Term. 

Total. 

Decemb'  r 
Term. 

June 
Term. 

Total. 

Pioneer... 
Beacon  ... 
Peerless.. 
Pr.  Albert 
Siloani. . . . 

9 
12 
19 
26 
29 

13 
10 
15 
10 
19 

67 

22 
8 
7 

41 
16 

94 

35 
18 
22 
51 
35 

198 

118 

83 

84 

44 

13 
16 
15 
51 
14 

8  53  70 
33  00 
24  00 
12  90 

8  70 

8132  30 

8  59  40 
35  40 

24  90 

25  20 
13  20 

8158  10 

8113  90 
68  40 
48  00 
38  10 
21  90 

TOTALH . 

161 

527 

139 

8290  40 
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FINANCIAL. 

Tlie  "Incidental  and  Benefit  Funfls"belongino-  to  the  Lodges  in  this 
district,  anioun.^.d  on  tlie  30th  June  to  S1220.74.  The  "  Widows'  and  Or- 
phans"^ fond  to  S2059.85  ;  all  "  other  a I'^ihible  assets"  to  $3930.00,  or  a 
total  otS7210.59. 

'J'he  dis.'iibution  among  tlie  Lodges,  of  the  sums  named,  is  shown  by  the 
following  Tables : 

T.^nLK  NO.   1. 


d 

a 
o 

a 

0 

ID 

< 

1 

(S 

^ 
f^ 

^ 

i 

I.  k  B.  fund  in  hand  of  Trea's  8    49  07'.?  23  26 

Invested 830  86|  109  26 

W.  &  O.  fund  in  hand  of  Trea's      139  021     29  74 


Invested 

All  other  available  assets. 

Totals 


8  165  93 

iooo  00 


I  I 

8    29  26  $  79  03  $  180  62 
100  00'  1040  12 


1331  851  329  08 
1440  00 1  130  00 

S3750  808621  34  81165  9; 


48  71 

.i'466'oO 

81477  97 


15  52 


8194  55 


398  92 
1660  93 
3930  00 

87210  59 


TABLE  NO.    2. 


I.  &  B.  Fund. 

W.  &0.  Pund. 

All  other  avail- 
able Assets. 

Total  Assets. 

Pioneer,    No.    9... 
Beacon,       "    12... 
Peerless,      *'    19... 

8  897  93 
132  52 

8  1470  87 

85S  82 

165  93 

48  71 

15  52 

8  2059  85 

8  1400  00 

130  00 

1000  00 

1400  00 

8  3750  80 

62J  34 

1165  93 

P.  Albert,  "   26... 
Siloam,        "   29... 

29  26 
179  03 

8  1220  74 

1477  97 
194  55 

Totals 

8  3930  00 

$  7210  59 

DISPENSATIONS. 

Fifteen  Dt.spensations  have  been  granted  during  the  year  for  sundry  rea- 
sons, viz. : 
1876. 

July  18th,  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  9.    To  confer  five  Degrees  on   Brother 
Charles  Leary,  mariner. 

August  31st,  Prince  Albert  Iiodge,  No.  26.    Literary  entertainment  in 
name  of  Order,  officers  to  appear  in  regalia. 

Oct.  16th,  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  9.     To  confer  Degrees  on  Bra  Robert 
Peel,  about  to  leave  the  city. 

Dec.  nth,  Siloam  Lodge,  No.  29.     To  meet  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness on  Christmas  and  New  Year's  mornings. 
1877. 

Jan.  20(h.  Pioneer,  Beacon,   Siloam,   and  Peerless    Lodges.       Social 
reunion  in  name  of  Order. 

Jan.  31st,  Peerless  Lodge,  No.  19.    To  confer  five  Decrees  c>u  Brother 
Geo.  Foster. 

Feb.  20th,  Siloam  Lodge,  No.  29.    To  meet  in  Peerless  Lodge-room, 
Portland,  while  own  hall  was  being  repaired. 
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Feb.  20th,  Beacon  Lodpe,  No.  12.  To  meet  in  Peerless  Lodge-room, 
Portland,  while  own  hall  was  beinj;  repairnl. 

Feb.  20tli,  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  0.  To  meet  in  Peerless  Lodge-room, 
Portland,  while  own  hall  was  being  repaired. 

April  20th,  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  0.  To  receive  application,  ballot  for 
and  if  elected,  initiate  J.  E.  Smith, 

May  14th,  Siloam  Lodge,  No.  29,  Rt'ceive  application,  ballot  for,  and 
if  elected,  initiate  same  evening,  .Juhn  Jamison. 

May  19th,  Prince  Albert  Lodge,  No.  26  To  use  name  of  Order  in 
connection  with  musical  and  literj>ry  ontevtainment. 

June  29th,  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  9.  'Jo  meet  in  Peerless  Lodge-room, 
Portland  ;  their  charter,  hall,  fuinitiiro,  regalia,  paraphernalia,  boots,  papers, 
&c.,  having  been  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  of  June  20th. 

June  29th,  Beacon  Lodge,  No.  12.  To  meet  in  Peerless  Lodge-room > 
Portland,  for  reasons  above  stated. 

June  29th,  Siloam  Lodge,  No.  29.  To  meet  in  Peerless  Lodge-room^ 
for  repsons  above  staled. 

The  fee  in  each  case  has  been  collected,  and  the  amount  ($7. .50)  and 
"  Dispensation  Book  "  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Secretary. 

APPEALS. 

Two  appeals  have  been  received  during  the  year, — the  Jirst  from  Bro. 
Thos.  W.  Peters,  P.  G.,  against  the  ruling  of  the  Noble  Grand  of  Peacon 
Lodge,  No.  12;  and  the  second  from  Bro.  Joseph  Wilson,  P.  G.,  against  the 
ruling  of  Noble  Grand  F.  L.  Hea,  of  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  9. 

Tne  ground  of  Bro.  Peters'  appeal  was,  briefly,  as  follows  :  At  a  meeting 
of  BejUioti  Lodge,  held  on  the  20th  day  of  March,  1878,  the  L  G.  was  about 
to  retire  to  the  ante-rocm  to  relieve  the  O.  G.  without  giving  the  counter- 
sign ;  v/herenpon  the  question  was  raised  by  Bio.  Peters,  could  he  do  so 
legally.  The  N.  G.  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Bro.  P.  appealed  to  the 
Lodge,  and  subsequently  to  the  D.  D.  G.  M.,  his  contention  being  that  the 
I.  G.  cannot  retire  from  the  Lodgeroom  wMle  the  Lodge  is  in  session,  without 
addressing  the  ch}«ii>.     My  decision  was  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

"  The  law  oti  this  point  is  laid  down  '•o  ck-a'l)  on  page  34  of  the  L  C.  B. 
that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  reversing  the  rnlii'g  ot  the  N.  G.  in  this  case,  and 
sustaining  the  appeal  ufBto.  Past  Graod  Peters.  "No  officer  or  member 
can  enter  a  L'Klge-rooro,  nor  relhe  io  the  ante-room  while  the  Lodge  is  open 
and  Working  as  such,  wid.out  the  proper  s>gn  (addressing  tlie  chairs)  except 
the  outside;  cond'iclor  and  wfiden  wiih  a  candidate;  the  former  when  he 
introdu»-es  a  candidate  (io  be  initiated),  and  the  latter  when  retiring  with 
the  candidate  after  leaving  the  N.  G. 

Brother  WiLson's  api)eal  was  based  on  the  following  grounds,  viz. ; 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Pioneer  Lodge,  No.  9,  held  on  the  29th  day  of 
April,  1877,acon'munication  was  received  from  Bro.  J.  S.  Hall,  setting  forth, — 

(1)  That  in  February,  1876,  he  (Bro.  J.  S.  PL-ill)  had  applied  (through 
another  Brother)  for  a  "  visllin;/  card,"  but  through  some  mistake  a  "  with' 
drmcal  card  "  had  oeen  forwarded  to  him. 

(2)  That  he  was  much  disappointed  on  receiving  said  withdrawal  cardy 
as  he  had  no  wish  to  leave  the  Lodge,  then  nor  now  ;  and  requested  in  conse- 
quence to  be  "  restored  to  full  membership." 

This  communication  having  been  read,  Bro.  F.  A.  Blnkslne  n^oved, 
"  /7m/  the  oppUcution  be  received  and  the  request  complied  wiih"  and  Brother 
Josei)h  Wilson  moved  in  amendment  "that  the  vote  granting  the  ivt.'hdrawal 
card  be  reconsidered." 
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The  N.  G.  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order.  Bro.  Wilson  appealed  to 
the  Lodsje.  The  chair  was  sustained  ;  and  a  further  appeal  was  then  made 
to  the  D.  D.  G.  M.  on  the  point  of  order  raised. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  case  as  put  before  me  under  seal  of  the 
Lodge. — My  decision  was  as  follows  : 

"  (a)  Assuming  that  the  facts  of  the  case,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  Bro. 
Hall,  are  set  forth  correctly — and  the  Lodge  by  its  action,  appears  to  acknow- 
lege  their  correctness — it  follows  that  no  authoritative  application  having  been 
made  by  Bro.  Hall  for  a  withdrawal  card,  the  action  of  the  Lodge  was  ultra- 
viris,  and  did  not  legally  cut  him  off  from  membership.  His  membership 
continued  after  the  mte,  the  same  as  before,  and  if  in  good  standing  other- 
wise, his  rights  remain  unimpaired. 

"  {h)  Had  the  withdraiml  card  been  f/ranted  legally,  both  the  motion  and 
amendment  would  have  been  out  of  order, "  As  the  vote  by  which  a  with- 
drawal card  is  authorized  cannot  be  reconsidered  nor  rescinded  "  (Digest, 
Section  245),  but  as  this  was  not  the  case — as  the  Lodge  appears  to  acknow- 
ledge that  its  action  in  granting  the  card  wjis  wrong — the  proper  way  to  pro- 
ceed is  by  reconsideration  of  the  vote  which  granted  the  unapplied  for  with- 
drawal card.  By  this  means  the  mistake  may  be  rectified,  and  the  errone- 
ous vote  removed  from  the  minutes. 

"  (c)  As  no  question  decided  by  the  l^odge  can  be  brought  before  it 
again  otherwise  than  by  reconsideration  (Bye-laws,  Sec.  187),  the  original 
motion  of  Bro.  Blakslee  was  out  of  order,  and  should  not  have  been  enter- 
tained. And  as  no  question  can  be  reconsidered  "unless  notice  thereof  shall 
have  been  given  at  the  meeting  immediately  preceding  (Bye-laws,  Sec.  187), 
Bro.  Joseph  Wilson's  amendment  was  also  out  of  order,  as  the  necessary  pre- 
cedent notice  had  not  been  given. " 

These  rulings,  I  hope,  will  meet  your  approval.     They  were  accepted  by 
the  Lodges  and   Brotliers  interested ;  and  certified   copies   of  the 
relating  to  each  are  hereunto  annexed. 


papers 


SILOAM  LODGE,  No.  29. 


In  obedience  to  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  dispensation  dated 
Sept.  7th,  1876,  I  called  to  my  assistance  a  sufficient  number  of  known, 
approved  and  duly  qualified  Past  Grands,  and  proceeded  to  open  and  consti- 
tute the  new  Lodge,  now  known  and  hailed  as  Siloam,  No.  29. 

The  charter  members  of  this  Lodge  are  Franklin  Barnes,  W.  B,  Smith, 
James  McClure,  A.  G.  Smith.  Wm.  Tait,  John  R.  Hamilton,  Wm.  M, 
McLean,  jr.,  John  Thompson,  Wm   Carr  and  L.  C.  Ansley. 

The  Lodtje  having  proceeded  immediately  afler  its  constitution  to  the 
election  of  officers,  tlie  following  Brothers  were  installed  in  regular  foroi : 

Wrn.M.  McLean,  jr., N.  G. 

James  McCluve, V.  G. 

Wm.  B.  Smith,  R.  S. 

A.  G.  Smith p.  S. 

John  R.  Hamilton,       Treas. 

Franklin  Barnes, Con. 

Wm.  Tait War. 

L.  C.  Ansley,        I.  Q. 

John  Thompson,  O.  G. 

Frank  Masters R.  S.  S. 

ci.  A.  Corbitt,  L.  S.  S. 
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The  Past  Grands  who  assisted  me  on  this  occasion  were  Bros.  R.Radford 
Barnes  (Beacon),  Andre  Cushinj;  (Pioneer),  W.  A.  Moore  (Peerless),  John 
Fish  (Beacon)  and  Joseph  Wilson  (Pioneer). 

Seven  (7)  were  admitted  by  initiation  into  the  new  Lodge  on  the  night 
of  its  institution,  and  it  has  had  a  very  successful  career  since.  The  initia- 
tory service  was  conducted  by  the  Past  Grands  present ;  the  offices  having 
been  filled  as  follows,  viz. : 


R.  Radford  Barnes, 
William  A.  Moore, 
James  Byers, .... 
Joseph  Wilson,     .... 
John  E.  Hughes, 
John  Fish,  .... 

Gilbert  Murdoch, 
Thomas  W.  Peters,  jr., 
Henry  A.  Vradenburg, 
Andre  Gushing,     .... 


•  «  ■  • 


..N.G, 

V.  G. 
. .  War. 

Con. 
,  .R.  S.  S. 

L.  S.  S. 
.J.  P.  G. 

R.  S. 
,.P.  8. 

Treas. 


DEDICATION. 


Since  1  last  had  the  honour  of  reporting  the  progress  of  the  Order  in  this 
District,  Prince  Albert  Lodge,  No.  2G,  have  obtained  lor  themselves  a  new 
and  handsome  Lod^e-room,  and  had  it  fitted  up  and  furnished  in  a  very 
superior  manner.  The  situation  is  good,  and  the  hall  and  ante-rooms  are 
well-arranged,  commodious  and  comfortable,  and  equal  to  anything  of  the 
kind  to  be  met  with  in  this  jurisdiction. 

The  hall  was  publicly  dedicated  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  last,  to 
•'  Friendship,  Love  and  Truth,  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,"  according  to  the 
ancient  usages  of  the  Order.  The  ceremonies  were  conducted  by  mysell  (in 
your  absence)  assisted  by  Past  Grand  Representative  Barnes  (Marshall), 
Rev^  Bro.  Carey,  (Chaplain),  and  Past  Grand  William  M.  McLean,  jr.,  H. 
C.  Vradenburgh,  John  Rubins,  and  Andre  Cushing  as  Heralds.  There  was 
a  large  attendance  of  the  elite  of  Moncton  and  neighbourhood  ;  and  at  the 
close  of  the  ceremonies  an  eloquent  oration  was  delivered  by  Deputy  Grand 
Master  Stumbles,  of  Charlottetown. 

A  large  representation  of  the  St.  John  Lodges  with  music,  &c.,  went  up 
by  special  train  to  witness  the  proceedings,  and  deputations  were  present 
from  Annapolis  Royal,  Charlottetown,  Springhill,  Halifax,  Montreal  and 
Brookville.  In  the  evening  a  literary  and  musical  entertainment  was  given 
in  the  Skating  Rink,  at  which  addresses  were  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Bro. 
Carey  (St.  John),  the  Rev.  Bro.  Pentreath  (iMoncton),  the  Hon.  Bro.  Willis 
(St.  John),  and  Grand  Secretary  J.  C.  P.  Frazee  of  Halifax.^  The 
arrangements  were  generally  satisfactory  and  successful,  and  the  day's  pro- 
ceedings terminated  with  a  fine  display  of  fire-works. 

LOSS  BY  FIRE, 

By  the  calamitous  fire  which  occurred  here  on  tlie  20th  June  last,  the 
city  Lodges— Pioneer,  Beacon,  Silocm,  and  Milicite  Encampmenl— lost  hall, 
furniture,  regalia,  paraphernalia,  books  and  papers,  and  have  been  meeting 
since  (by  dispensation)  in  Peerless  Lodgo-room,  Portland-the  Brothers  of 
this  Lodge  having  kindly  placed  their  room  and  regalm  at  the  service  of  the 
Buflferers. 
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The  fire  which  wotkeil  so  much  mischief  io  our  Lodges  was  great,  not 
only  in  its  extent  and  consequences,  but  in  the  terriMe  rapidity  also,  with 
which  it  swept  across  our  city,  reijardless  of  brick,  or  stone,  or  streets,  or 
squares,  which  under  ordinary  circumslances  would  have  proved  eiTostual 
ban  iei-s  to  its  progress. 

The  alarm  was  {fiven  at  2.30  p.  M.,  from  ?>.  wooden  shed  or  store  in  York 
Point,  and  in  an  hour  from  the  t.i(n*?  it  was  given,  Mie  Robertson  brick  block 
nnd  the  Barracks— a  mile  distant — were  on  fire.  In  less  that  five  hours  the 
whole  of  Smyth,  NeUon,  Dock,  Ward,  Water,  Piince  William  and  Germain 
streets,  to  Reed's  Point  were  in  ruins.  These  you  may  recollect  were  our 
principal  business  streets,  and  many  of  the  buildings  were  supposed  to  be  fire- 
proof. From  this  it  spivad  eastward,  and  by  midnight  (9^  hours  after  the 
alarm  was  given)  200  acres  of  the  city  was  one  mass  of  seething  fire. 

Tlifs  area  represents  10  miles  of  streetage.  or  tioo-Ji/ths  fully  of  the  city 
propel- ;  and  embraced  the  v/arehouses  of  all  our  heavy  importers— all  our 
oanking  houses  except  one,—  our  city  buildings.  Custom  House  and  General 
Post  Office;  all  our  newspaper  offiites ;  our  newest  and  host  equipped  educa- 
tional establishments  ;  3  Presbyterian,  2  Episcopal,  3  B<ptist  and  3  Methodist 
churches ;  the  Barracks  and  Gvs  Works,  the  Acadenjy  of  Music,  the  Gyui- 
nasium,  the  Dramatic  Lyceum  and  Small's  0[>era  House  *,  Barnes'  hotel,  the 
Roffol.,  the  International  and  tlie  Victorii  hotels;  about  160'>  buildings,  4000 
lamdies,  and  from  815,000,000  to  1^20,000,000  worth  of  property,  real  and 
personal,  was  destroyed. 

In  a  conflagration  such  as  this,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the  members  of 
our  Order  suffered  severely  in  tlieir  individual  as  well  as  their  corporate 
capacity.  At  the  close  of  t!ie  term  which  ended  ivith  tlie  30th  day  of  June 
the  total  memliership  of  the  three  city  Lodges  was  360,  and  of  this  number  142 
had  suffered  to  a  greater  or  less  exieut  by  the  fire.  The  loss  of  some  was 
comparatively  trifling,  but  many  lost,  all  they  owned,  everything  belonging 
to  themselves,  their  wives  and  children,  barely  escaping  with  their  lives  and 
the  clothieg  they  stood  in. 

On  the  Friday  FollowiMg  the  fire,  (June  22nd).  a  mass  meeting  was 
held  in  Peerless  Lodge-room,  Portland,  to  consider  the  situation ;  afler  due 
deliberation  the  meeting  resolved  lo  maintain  its  own  sufferers,  anil  keep 
them,  if  possible,  front  being  recipients  of  public  charity.  With  this  laudable 
object  in  view  a  Relief  Ctmmittee  was  formed,  conqwsed  of  members  from 
each  Lodge,  with  myself  as  chairman;  R.  Radford  Barnes.  Treasurer;  and 
John  E.  Hughes,  Secretary.  We  have  been  working  iiard  since,  and  have 
succeeded  so  far  in  tiJiiijv  through  our  trouble,  but  we  look  forward  to  the 
future— to  the  coming  Fall  and  Winter— with  considerable  apprehension. 

No  general  appeal  has  been  made  yet  for  assistance— rot  is  it  likely 
that  any  wdl  be  reijuiied— as  (he  spontaneous  expressions  of  sympathy  which 
have  reached  us  from  far  and  near— from  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island  and  New  York;fr..m  Illinois,  Tennessee  and  California,  from  Ontario, 
Quebec  and  the  Maritm.e  P.ovintes,  backed  invariably  by  substantial  aid 
—have  given  new  heart  to  tlie  suffe)-ei-s,  and  enable<l  the  committee  to  main- 
tain the  position  taken  by  the  Lodges,  when  they  resolved,  with  a  firm  faith 
in  the  benevolence  of  the  Brotherhood,  to  «  relieve  the  distressed,"  and  keep 
them  from  becoming  objeris  of  public  charity^,  which  to  an  independent  and 
sensitive  spirit  is  worse  than  death. 
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Tlie  amount  received  to  date,  or  of  which  notice  has  been  given  to  the 
Committee  is  $6278.00,  viz.,  from 


Prince  Albert  Lodge,  lilonoton,  N.  B 

Bangor  Lodges 

Grand  Lodge,  Ontario,  per  J.  B.  King 

Howard  Lodge,  Boston 

EHstern  Star  Lodge^   Pictou,  N.  S 

Victoria  Lodge,  Fredericton,  N.  B 

Peaceful  Dove  Lodge,  Cannington,  Ont 

Golden  Star  Lodge,  Brampton,  Ont 

Mutual  Relief  Lodge,  Haverhill,  Mubb 

Tarratine  Lodge,  Oldtown,  Maine 

Portland  Lodges,  Maine 

Guiding  Star  Lodge,  Granville  Ferry,  N.  S 

Aaron  Lodge,   Stratford,  Ont 

Memphis  Lodges,  Tennessee..  

Charlottetown  Lodges,  P.  E.  I 

Northern  Light  Lodge,  Chicago,  Illinois 

Fuller  Lodge,  SteJarton,  N.  S 

Prince  Edward  Lodge,  Summerside,  P.  E.  I 

Corinthian  Lodge,  Oshawa.  Ont 

Eureka  Lodge,  Springhill,  N.  S 

E.  J.  Ritchie,  Petticodiac,  N.  B 

Palestine  Encampment,  lUiode  Island 

Golden  Rule  Lodge,  Lewiston,  Maine 

Moore  Lodge,  Vale  Colliery,  N.  S 

North  Star  Lodge,  Stayner,  Ont 

Belville  Lodge,  Belville,  Ont 

Mizpah  Lodge,  Montreal,  Que 

Canada  Lodge,  Toronto^  Ont 

Kinco  Lodge,  Dover,  Maine 

Humbolt  Lodge,  Eureka,  California 

Rhode  Island  Lodges,  per  J.  DriscoU 

Union  Lodge,  St.  Catharine,  Ont 

Providence  Lodge,  Lynn,  Mass / 

Peerless  Lodge,  Portland,  N.  B 

Huron  Lodge,  Goderioh,  Ont 

Warriner  Lodge,  Point  Perry,  Ont 

Clinton  Lodge,  Clinton  Ont.. 

Empire  Lodge,  St.  Catheiines,  Ont 

Scotia  Lodge.  VVestville,  N.  S 

Woonsocket  Lodge,  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island. 
Massachusetts  Lodges,  per  John  W.  Perkins,  G. 

Fortuna  Lodge,  Eureka,  California 

Grand  Lodge,  Illinois,  per  Grand  Master  Henderson. 


M. 


8 


400  00 

ioo'oo 


100  00 
115  00 

487  00 


300  00 

iooo 


10  00 
125  00 


$  100  00 


50  00 

50  00 

200  00 


50  00 


20  00 
340  00 

20  00 
600  00 


400  00 


200  00 

320  00 

50  00 

50  00 


30  00 
25  00 


250  00 


50  00 

100  00 

50  00 

50  OO 

I  00 


f,0  00 
30  00 
.50  00 
50  00 
50  00 


100  00 


140  00 
80  00 
50  00 
25  00 
50  00 
50  00 


82877  00  $2401  00 


Of  the  above  amount,  $2877.00  (U.  S.  cy.)  has  been  received  from  our 
brethren  of  the  United  States,  and  $2401.00  from  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
Quebec  and  Ontario. 

In  adddition  to  the  liberal  subscriptions  forwarded  froni  Portland,  Me., 
and  Charlottetown,  the  former  forwarded  four  cases  of  clothing,  and  the 
latter  two  bales  of  blankets  and  a  liberal  supply  of  provisions. 
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With  a  view  to  maintain  the  independence  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  save 
the  feelings  of  tho  sufferers,  it  was  resolved  at  the  outset,  that  the  names  of 
the  rccii>icnts  should  not  be  divulged  to  anyone  outside  of  the  Committee,  and 
the  brothers  who  may  be  appointed  hereafter  to  audit  the  accounts  when  the 
work  is  finished.  This  resolution  has  been  faithfully  maintain^''  and  the 
manner  of  giving  as  well  iis  receiving  has  been  made  as  easy  as  ^  le,  duo 

regard  being  had  to  the  claims  and  circumstances  of  each. 

From  the  returns  furnished  by  the  Lodges  the  results  of  the  fire  in  rela* 
tion  to  its  effects  on  individual  members  appear  to  have  been  as  follows : — 


NAME  OF   LODOE. 

Total  Suffer- 
ers and  De- 
pendents. 

Estimated  val- 
ue   of    pro- 
perty lost  by 
Sufferers. 

Siloam,  No.    29 

ISeacon,     "     12 

Pioneer,    "      9 

Peerless,   "    18 

44 
118 
198 

83 

28 
36 
78 
10 

28 

94 

182 

34 

56 
130 
260 

44 

$  24,440  00 

113,550  00 

392,860  00 

%,570  00 

Less  insv 

Totals 

443 
ranee.. 

152 

■38 

490 

(          10  00 
.<            2  00 

Net  appr 

% 

oximat 

eloss... 

8417.358  00 

Many  of  the  sufferers  had  no  insurance,  the  supposed  superiority  of  our 
fire  department  and  the  general  efficiency  of  our  water  supply  having 
led  to  a  false  security — to  a  popular  belief  that  it  was  impossible  for  St.  John 
to  be  scourged  by  fire,  as  Boston  and  Chicago  had  been. 

INSTALLATIONS. 

In  consequence  of  the  confusion  caused  by  the  loss  of  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  Lodges,  considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  the 
regular  term  returns.  The  last  was  received  on  the  3  Ist  ult,  and  has  bee  n  for- 
warded together  with  Grand  Lodge  dues  and  dispensation  fees,  to  the  G.  Sec'y- 
A  close  scrutiny  and  comparison  with  former  returns  may  show  them  to  be 
inaccurate  in  some  particulars,  but  not,  it  is  believed,  to  any  serious  extent. 
The  returns  received  from  Beacon  have  no  seal  attached  to  them ;  its  seal 
having  been  lost  in  the  fire. 

The  elective  officers  of  Peerless  Lodge  were  installed  in  "  regular  form," 
on  the  4th  day  of  July,  but  the  appointed  ones  are  not  yet  installed,  as  the 
N.  G.  has  had  some  trouble  in  getting  the  Brothers  to  accept  the  oflSces. 
The  officei-s  of  Pioneer— elective  and  appointed— were  installed  in  "  regular 
form  "  on  the  13th  day  of  July  ;  the  officers  of  Prince  Albert  on  the  18th, 
and  of  Siloam  on  the  23rd  ulf  ;  but  the  newly-elected  officers  of  Beacon  are 
not  yet  installed.  The  delay  is  a  necessary  result  of  the  fire,  and  will  be 
overcome  doubtless  in  a  short  time. 

In  the  spirit  of  our  Order, 

Yours  truly, 

GILBERT  MURDOCH, 

D.  D,  Q.  Matter,   • 
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The  hour  appointed  for  the  election  of  Grand  Officers 
liaving  arrived,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  as  scr  i- 
tineer.s,  Representative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chap.,  Representative 
Amh-e  Gushing,  of  No.  0,  and  Thos.  Robertson,  G.  Representa- 
tive, and  called  for  nominations  for  Grand  Master. 

Representative  John  Pringle,  G.  Con.,  seconded  by  Repre- 
sentative Frank  Graham,  of  No.  10,  nominated  Representative} 
Gilbert  Murdoch,  of  No.  9,  for  Grand  Master. 


|rm," 
the 
kces. 
lular 
Isth, 
lare 
be 


Representative  Tlieo.  L.  Chappelle,  G.  H.,  seconded  by 
Harris  VanBlarcom,  G.  W.,  nominated  Representative  W.  W. 
Stumbles,  jr.,  D.  G.  M.,  for  Grand  Master. 

The  norainati(  n  being,  on  motion,  declared  closed,  the 
liallot  was  taken,  anl  announced  as  follows  : 

Number  of  votes  cast 50 

Necessary  for  a  choice 2G 

For  Representative  Murdoch  there  appeared  .36 

.     Stumbles    "  "         14 

Whereupon  Representative  Gilbert  Murdoch,  of  No.   9,  was 
declared  duly  elected  Grand  Master. 

For  Deputy  Grand  Master, — 

Thos.  Robertson,  G.  Representative,  nominated  Harris 
VanBlarcom,  G.  W. 

Harris  VanBlarcom,  G.  W.,  nominated  Representative  \V. 
W.  Stumbles,  jr.,  D.  G.  M.,  for  re-election. 

Representative  C.  Schurman,  of  No.  22,  nominated  Repre- 
sentative W.  C.  DesBrisay,  of  No.  8. 

Representatives  Stumbles  and  DesBrisay  declined  the 
nomination,  whereupon  Harris  VanBlarcom,  G.  W,.  was 
declared  duly  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  by  acclamation. 
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For  Grand  Warden, — 

Thos.  Robertson,  G.  Representative,  nominated  Represent- 
ative Wm.  C.  DesBrisay,  of  No.  8. 

H.  VanBlarcom,  G.  W.,  nominated  Representative  Frank 
Graham,  of  No.  10. 

The  nomination  being,  on  motion,  declared  closed,  the  ballot 
was  taken,  and  announced  as  follows : 

Number  of  votes  cast 48 

Necessary  for  a  choice 25 

For   Representative   DesBrisay 28 

"  Graham 20 

AYhereupon  Representative  Wm.  C.  DesBrisay,  of  No.  8,  was 
declared  duly  elected  Grand  Warden. 

For  Grand  Secretary, — 

Representative  Wm.  C.  DesBrisay,  of  No.  8,  nominated 
J.  C.  P.  Frazee,  G.  Sec,  for  re-election. 

The  nomination  being,  on  motion,  declared  closed,  J.  C  P. 
Frazee,  Grand  Secretary,  was  declared  duly  re-elected  Grand 
Secretary,  by  acclamation. 

For  Grand  Treasurer, — 

Representative  John  Pringle,  G.  Con.,  nominated  Repre- 
sentative H.  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  for  re-election. 

The  nomination,  being  on  motion,  declared  closed,  Repre- 
sentative Henry  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  was  declared  duly  re- 
elected Grand  Treasurer  by  acclamation. 

For  Grand  Representati\  e, — 

Representative  Theo.  L.  Chappelle,  G.  H.,  nominated  Rep- 
resentative John  Richards,  G.  Rep.,  for  re-election.  There 
were  also  nominated  the  following  :— Representatives  W.  W. 
Stumbles,  D.  G.  M. ;  Frank  Graham,  of  No.  10 ;  Andre  Gushing, 
of  No.  9 ;  R.  Radford  Barnes,  of  No.  12;  Robert  Hockin,  G.  M. 
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Representatives  Gushing  and  Hockin  declined  the  nomina- 
tion. 

The  ballot,  being  then  taken,  was  announced  as  follows: 

Number  of  votes  cast 50 

Necessary  for  a  choice 2() 

For  Representative  Richards 3 

..  ''  "  Stumbles I9 

"  Graham 14 

**  Barnes 14 

None  of  the  candidates  having  received  the  number  of 
votes  necessary  for  a  choice,  Representative  Richards'  name 
was  dropped,  and  a  second  ballot  taken,  and  announced  as 
follows  : 

Number  of  votes  cast 51 

Necessary  for  a  choice 2G 

For  Representative  Stumbles 25 

Graham 12 

"  "  Barnes 14 

There  being  still  no  choice,  Representative  Graham's  name 
Avas  dropped,  and  a  third  ballot  taken,  and  announced  as 
follows : 

Number  of  votes  cast, 51 

Necessary  for  a  choice 20 

For  Representative  Stumbles 28 

"  "  Barnes 23 

Whereupon  Representative  W.   W.   Stumbl<,'s,  jr.,   of  No.  8, 
D.  G.  M.,  was  declared  duly  elected  Grand  Representative. 

Representative  N.  A.  Cliff',  of  No.  13,  Representative  Daniel 
Sutherland,  of  No.  2,  and  Representative  Jno.  Pringle,  of  No.  2, 
Were  elected  Trustees  by  acclamation,  and  so  declared. 

The  invitation  of  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No.  2,  to  hold  the 
tiext  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Pictuu,  and  that 
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of  Prince  Albert  Lodge,  :No.  2G,  to  hold  the  same  meeting  at 
Moncton,  laid  on  the  table  (page  88),  were  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Kepresentative  John  Pringle,  G.  Con.,  seconded  by  H.  Van 
Blarcom,  G.  W,,  moved  that  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  be  held  at  Pictou,  N.  S.  Representative  Theo. 
L.  Chappelle,  G.  H.,  seconded  by  Representative  Wm.  C. 
DesBrisay  of  No.  8,  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be  held  at  Moncton,  N.  B. 
Amendment  lost.     Motion  passed. 

On  motion  Grand  Lodge  adjourned  till  to-morrow  momin^r 
at  9  o'clock. 
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MORNINa     SESSION. 


Thursday,  August  17th,  187 


I. 


Grand  Lodge  re-assembled  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  9 

o'clock,  A.  M. 

Minutes  of  last  session  read  and  approved. 

Representative  H.  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  from  the  Committee 
on  Legislation,  presented  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  incorporation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  Subordinate  Lodges  offered  by 
Representative  W.  C.  DesBrisay  (page  91),  as  follows,  which 
on  being  read  clause  by  clause  was  adopted  :— 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE   ON    LEGISLATION. 

To  iU  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,!.  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  Lo.er  Provinces  ofB.  .V.  A.  : 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  •"^^'-P^^^i^^^^.^.^.S  £"a 
Lodge  wouUl  be  of  essential  benefit,  to  our  O  ler    J^ ^  J«  ^  ^ 

?  a  t- ^r « t^^^  X^in! 

Z:t:^  ^S^^l^Sil^^f  SS^-^SWea  unaer  .eh 

'"' Y^SLittee  wouM  farther  repo.^  ^-^  ^^S  ^^ 
be  to  obviate  trouble  in  our  Subord.nat,e  I;;0'^S^^^^^^^^  present  time  to 

6ix  months  in  arrears,   yet  they.  ^^^  .''^"^.^P'vin.  of  the  Constitution,  as 
recommend  any  change  '^^ection  1  of  A  t  c,e  vi 
proposed  by  our  Brother  Representative  DesBusa) .       ^   ^  ^^^^^^^ 

H.  McKELVIK, 
W.  A.  MOORE. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  (page  91), 

was  taken  up. 

-n  •     1 ,    n    Pnn    moved  that   the 
Representative  John   Pnngle,    G.  Con.,  mo 

Report  be  adopted  as  a  whole.  ^^s 
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Representative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chap.,  moved  as  an 
imendment  tbat  it  be  read  clause  by  clause.  The  amendment 
was  carried. 

The  Keport  was  then  read  clause  by  clause.  On  the  last 
clause  being  read  Representative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chap.i 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  a  blank  sum  be  appropriated 
towards  payino-  such  Representatives  of  last  year  as  have  not 
been  paid  by  their  own  Lodges.  Claims  to  be  paid  in  the  order 
of  their  presentation. 

The  Grand  Secretary  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, that  the  reference  to  last  year's  mileage  and  per  diem  be 
struck  out  of  the  Report.  The  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  lost.  Amendment  also  lost.  The  Report  was  then 
adopted  as  a  Avhole. 

The  Report  of  tlie  Committee  on  Laws  of  Subordinates 
(page  100),  was  then  taken  up.  On  section  15  of  the  proposed 
Constitution  of  Degree  Lodges  being  read,  Representative  Jno. 
E.  Hughes  moved  that  the  blank  be  filled  by  a  majority 
Motion  concurred  in. 

Report  was  then  adopted. 

Representative  Fi-ed'k  L.  Hea,  of  No.  9,  from  the  Committee 
on  Appeals,  presented  the  following  Report : — 


REPORT    OF    THE   COMMITTEE    ON    APPEALS. 
To  the  Eight  Worthy  Grand  Lodge,  I.  0.  O.  R,  of  the  L.  P.  B.  N.  A. 
FosTF.n 

Vti. 

Guiding  Star  Lodge. 


VIZ. 


In  this  case  the  matter  referred  to  your  cominlttee  appears  as  follows, 


Bro.  P.  R.  Foster,  a  member  of  Guiding  Star  Lodge,  having  been 
charged  with  conduct  unbecoming  an  Odd  Fellow,  refused  to  stand  trial,  and 
was  consequently  expelled  by  said  Guiding  Star  Lodge  for  contempt. 

Bro.  P.  R  Foster  appeals  on  the  ground  of  illegality  of  committee- 
appointed  to  try  him,  &c. 
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Your  committee  find  from  minutes  of  Guiding  Star  Lodge,  that  the 
conimittee  selected,  to  try  Bro.  Foster  was,  through  inadvertence,  appointed 
by  the  N.  G.,  instead  of  being  elected  by  ballot,  as  required  by  Sec.  4,  Art. 
VIII.,  of  the  Constitution  of  Subordinates. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  appeal  of  Bro.  Foster  be 
sustained  on  the  ground  of  informality. 

JAMES  H.  ELLIS, 
FRED'K.  L.  HEA. 
CALEB  SCHUKMAN. 


ler 


Representative  Wm,  M.  McLean,  of  No.  29,  moved,  sec- 
onded by  Representative  Gilbert  Murdoch,  of  No.  9,  that  the 
report  be  adopted. 

Representative  J.  H.  Crosscup,  of  No.  21,  moved  as  an 
amendment  that  the  appeal  be  not  sustained. 

Representative  Henry  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  moved  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  seconded  by  Representative 
W.  C.  DesBrisay,  that  the  report  be  amended  by  adding  the 
words,  "  and  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  Guiding  Star 
Lodge  for  a  new  trial."  The  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  carried,  and  the  report,  as  amended,  adopted. 

Representative  N.  A.  Cliff,  of  No.  13,  from  the  Committee 
on  Distribution,  presented  the  following  Report*  :— 

The  Committee  on  Distribution  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  Report  of 
Representative  Murdoch,  I).  D.  G.  :M.,  be  distributed  to  the  following  Lom- 
inittees  for  consideration  : 

1st.     That  part  relating  to  finance  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

2nd.  That  part  relating  to  appeals  and  decisions  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislation. 

3rd.  Those  portions  relating  to  visitation,  dedications,  loss  by  the 
great  f.rc  in  St.  John,  and  all  other  matters  to  the  Committee  on  the  State 

of  the  Order. 

N.  A.  CLIFF. 
W,    A.    MOORE. 


*  Owin-  to  the  liteness  of  the  hour  at  which  this   Report  was  snl.mitte.l  an,l 
them. 
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Representative  W.  A.  Moore,  G.  Chap.,  from  the  Committee 
on  Returns,  presented  the  following  Report  which  was  adopted : 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  Lower  Provinces,  B.  N.  A.  : 

The  Committee  on  Keturns,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  in  dispute 
between  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  and  St.  Lawrence  Lodge,  No.  8,  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  per  capita  tax  due  from  the  said  Lodge,  beg  leave 
to  report  that  although  the  said  Lodge  appears  by  the  returns  as  legally  due 
this  Grand  Lodge  a  balance  of  SI  5.00  per  capita  tax,  still  your  committee 
think  tiie  amount  not  equitably  due,  the  error  having  arisen  from  an  omis- 
sion ot  the  Rec.  Secretary's. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  St.  Lawrence  Lodge  be 
discharged  from  liability  for  the  said  amount  of  S15.00. 

W.  A.  MOORE, 
D.  D.  DAVIDSON, 
PETER  CAMPBELL. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Order 
(page  96),  was  then  taken  up,  read  clause  by  clause,  and 
adopted  as  a  whole. 

Representative  Frank  Graham,  of  No.  10,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mileage  and  Per  Diem,  presented  the  following 
Report,  which  was  adopted  : — 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    MILEAGE    AND    PER    DIEM. 

To  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  1.  0.  0.  F.,  of  the  Loioer  Provinces,  B.  N.A.: 

The  Committee  on  Mileage  and  Per  Diem  herewith  submit  a  statement 
of  the  mileage  and  per  diem  which  the  officers  and  representatives  are 
entitled  to  receive : 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


LODGE. 


w 

to 

» 

c4 

<1> 

<U 

*|H 

IS, 

s 

Q 

TOTAL. 


Robert  Hockin. .. 
W.  W.  Stumbles. 
H.  VanBlarcoin. , 
J.  C.  P,  Fr.azee 

H.  A.  Taylor 

Tlios.  Robertson 
W.  A.  Moore.... 

John  Pringle 

T.  L.  Chappelle 
John  E.  Hughes 


Pictou 

Charlottetown 

Annapolis 

Halifax 


St.  John 

Pictou 

Charlottetown, . 
St.  John 


Eastern  Star.. 
St.  Lawrence.. 
Western  Star. 

Mystic 

Orient 

Mystic 

Peerless 

Eastern  Star.. 
St.  Lawrence.. 
Pioneer 


Carried  forward. 


240 

$  14  40 

3 

294 

17  64 

3 

130 

"7  "so 

3 

130 

7  80 

3 

130 

7  80 

2 

60 

3  60 

3 

240 

14  40 

3 

294 

17  64 

3 

60 

1578 

3  60 

2 

28 

$  94  68 

S  20  40 
23  64 
6  00 
13  80 
13 
11 


80 
80 


9  60 
20  40 
23  64 

7  60 


!?ir»0  68 
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REPRESENTATIVES. 


NAMES. 


RESIDENCE. 


LODGE. 


to 

03 

d 

03 

v 

Ci 

>. 

•  1-4 

•^ 

(S 

s 

s 

0 

TOTAL. 


K.  J.  McKenzie 

D.  Sutherland 

John  Douglas 

H.  McElvie 

Peter  Campbell 

Peter  JIcG.  Chisholm. 

W.  C.  DesBrisay 

Sylvanus  Keith 

F.  L.  Hea 

Frank  Graham 

Theo.  A.  Cossman  

D.  B.  Graham 

N.  A.  Cliff 

James  H.  Ellis 

Wm.  Conway 

Alex.  McKay 

James  E.  Crowe 

B.  Tedford 

Thomas  TurnbuU 

D.  D.  Davidson 

J.  H.  Crosscup 

J.  B.  Messenger. 

Caleb  Schurman 

A.  A.  McLennan 

D.  B.  Stewart 

W.  E.  Oxley 

E.  A.Bent 

Henry  Smith 

A.  S.  Foster 

J.  W.  Barry 

A.  W.  Little 

J.  R.  Macdonald 

James  McClure 

W.  M.  McLean 

Robt.    McLean 


Brought  for 
Pictou 


Stellar  ton . 


ward 

Eastern  Star.. 


Fuller 


New  Glasgow . . 
Charlottetown.. 


St.  John. 
Halifax .. 


"Westville. . . . 
Fredericton. 

!  Spring  Hill. 
(I 

Annapolis ... 


Norton 

St.  Lawrence. 

Pioneer 

Orient 


Scotia.... 
Victoria . 


Vale  Colliery.... 

Kentville 

Granville 


Summerside.  ... 
Oxford 


Pugwash 


Moncton. 


Halifax , 


St.  John. 


Springville. 


Eureka 

Western  Star.. 

Moore 

Evangeline .  ... 

Guiding  Star,.. 
t( 

Prince  Edward 
i< 

Mystic  Tie 

<t 

Crystal  "Wave. 

Prince  Albert.. 

(( 

Mystic 

(< 

Siloam 

ti 

Union 


1.57S',«! 
240 
240 
22S 
228 
230 
2.30 
294 
294 
60 
130 
130 
227 
128 
128 
254 
254 


94  68 
14  40 
14  40 
13  68 
13  (38 
13  80 
13  80 
17  64 
17  64 


235 

59 

1 

1 

343 

343 

247 

247 

248 

248 

316 

316 

130 

130 

60 

60 

230 


13  62 

7  68 

7  68 

15  34 

15  34 


14  10 

3  54 

6 

6 

20  58 

20  58 

14  82 

14  82 

14  88 

14  88 

18  96 

18  96 

7  80 

7  SO 

3  60 

3  60 

13  80 


Totals ls087i,S485  42  129  8743  42 


28 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 


8150  68 
20  40 

20  40 
19  68 
19  68 
19  80 
19  80 
23  64 

21  64 
9  60 

13  80 
13  SO 
19  62 
13  68 
13  68 
19  34 

19  34 
6  00 
6  00 

20  10 
9  54 
6  06 

6  06 
26  58 
26  58 
20  82 
20  82 
20  88 
20  S8 
24  96 
24  96 
13  SO 
13  SO 

7  60 

9  m 

19  80 


FRANK  GRAHAM, 
DANIEL  SUTHERLAND, 
J.  R.  MACDONALD. 

Representative  Fred'k  L.  Hea,  of  No.  8,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  which  was  passed  unanimously  :— 

Resolved,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  R.  W.  (irand  Body  be  ten- 
dered  to  Western  Star  Lodge,  No.  16,  for  the  kindness  ^nJ  j^^rte^y 
extended  by  said  Lodge  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  during  the  present  session 

And  further  resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  spread  on  the  records  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  under  seal  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  Western  Star  Lodge. 
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lloprosentative  D.  B.  Stewart,  of  No.  23,  presented  the  fol- 


lowinir  notice  of  amendment : — 


!<t!l| 


\ 


I  hereby  give  notice  of  resolution,  at  next  annual  meeting  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  to  amend  Section  3,  Article  II.  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: — Jlvery  Lodge  shall  be  entitled,  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  one  repre- 
sentative for  its  charter,  &c. 

Also  Section  6,  Article  II.  to  read  as  follows  : — Each  officer  of  this.  R. 
W.  Grand  Lodge,  and  one  representative  from  each  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction, 
&c. 

Also  Section  7,  Article  II.  to  read  as  follows : — When  any  Lodge  is 
represented  in  this  Grand  LoJge  by  more  than  one  representative,  the  one 
who  is  entitled  to  the  expenses  provided  for  in  the  preceding  Section  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Lodge  represented;  and  a  certificate  under  seal  of 
such  Lodge,  attested  by  the  N.  G.  and  Secretary,  shall  be  sent  to  the  R.  W. 
Grand  Secretary,  and  such  certificate  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  evidence 
that  such  representative  is  entitled  to  payment  for  such  expenses. 

Representative  John  Pringle,  G.  Con.,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  passed  unanimously  : — 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the 
brethren  of  the  Order  in  St.  John  in  the  heavy  losses  they  have  sustained  in 
the  late  disastrous  fire,  trusting  that  the  same  Providence  which  "  seems  to 
smite  may  chasten  and  restore." 

And  further  lesolved,  Tliat  we  commend  the  action  of  the  Committee  of 
of  Relief  in  their  eftorts  to  relieve  the  wants  and  alleviate  the  condition  of 
the  unfortunate,  as  appears  by  the  report  of  D.  U.  Grand  Master  Murdoch. 

Representative  H.  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  moved  that  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be  voted  towards  the  relief  of  the 
sufi'orers  by  the  St.  John  fire.  Motion  withdrawn  at  the 
request  of  the  St.  John  Representatives. 

Representative  John  Pringle,  G.  Con.,  moved,  seconded  by 
Representative  D.  B.Stewart, of  No.  2.3,  that  the  salary  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  be  two  hundred  dollars,  instead  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  as  at  present.     Carried. 

Representative  H.  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  moved,  seconded  by 

Representative  D.  B.  Stewart,  of  No.    23,   the  following  reso- 
lution : — 

Whereas,  it  is  well  known  that  there  are  representatives,  as  well  as 
members  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  In  the  habit  of  occasional  indulgence  in  the 
use  of  Intoxicating  beverages,  to  their  own  injury,  that  of  their  families,  and 
the  good  name  of  this  Order  ; 


OF  GRAND  LODGE. 


125 


And  Whereas,  it  is  expedient  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should  recommend 
sonic  action  in  the  premises  ; 

lie  it  there fo)'e  resolved.  That  this  Grand  Lodge  earnestly  recommends 
Representatives,  and  members  ol  Subordinate  Lodges  to  the  practice  of  the 
ennuhliiig  virtue  of  temperance  in  things  useful  and  beneficial,  and  abstinence 
from  everything  known  to  be  injurious  and  prejudicial  to  health;  and  that  a 
eloso  supervision  be  had  over  such  of  our  brethren  as  transgress  in  this  way^ 
in  order  that  prompt  discipline  may  result  to  any  olfending  brother  in  this 
Grand  Lodge,  or  in  the  Subordinate  Lodges. 

Representative  G.  Minilocli,  of  No.  9,  moved,  seconded  by 
Representative  Jolin  Pringle,  G.  Con.,  that  tlie  resolution  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  preamble.     jVEotion  passed. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  put  and  carried. 

Representative  H.  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  moved  that  tlie 
usual  number  (500)  of  the  Reports  of  this  meeting  be  printed. 
Motion  passed. 

Representative  H.  A.  Taylor,  G.  Treas.,  moved  that  the  sum 
of  80.00  be  presented  to  the  janitor  of  Western  Star  Lodge- 
Passed. 

Representative  Andre  Gushing,  of  No.  9,  seconded  by  Rep- 
resentative James  H.  Ellis,  of  No.  13,  movetl  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  not  concurred  in  : — 

Whereas,  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  tlirou<ih 
our  Committee  on  Appeals,  that  although  the  evidence  laid  before  them  in 
the  case  of  Graham  V.S.  Norton  Lodge,  relative  to  the  action  of  said  Lodge 
respecting  charges  against  Bro.  P.  MeG.  Chisholm,  P.  G.,  was  not  ot  a 
nature  to  sustain  the  appeal,  in  the  form  presented,  yet,  nevertheless,  it  wa* 
of  sucii  a  character  as  to  prove  Bro.  Chisholm  not  only  guilty  ot  conduct 
unbecoming  an  Odd  Fellow,  but  deeply  immoral  in  its  ciiaracter. 

Therefore  i^.solved,  That  tlie  said  P.  McG.  Chisholm,  P.  G.,  be  requested, 
and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  withdraw  from  this  Grand  I^dge. 

INSTALLATION    OF    OFFICERS. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  elect.  Representative  Gilbert 
Murdoch,  of  No.  9,  was  then  installed  into  that  office  by  Grand 
Master  Robert  Hockin,  witli  the  usual  ceremonies. 

Representative  Moore,  of  No.  19,  moved,  seconded  by  Rep- 
resentative Pringle,  G.  Con.,  that  the  Grand  Secretary  and 
Grand  Treasurer  be  allowed  one  month  in  wluch  to  file  thej- 
bonds  of  oiRce.     Motion  passed.  M^ 
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M.  W.  Grand  Master  Murdoch  then  installed  the  following 
Grand  Officers : — 

HARRIS  VanBLARCOM D.  G.  Master. 

WILLIAM  C.  DesBRISAY G.   Warden. 

J.  C.  P.  FRAZEE G.  Secretary. 

H.  A.  TAYLOR G.  Treasurer. 

W.  W.  STUMBLES,  JR G.  Representative. 

The  M.  W.  G.  Master  then  appointed  and  installed  the 
following  Grand  Officers  : — 

N.  A.  CLIFF G.  Marshal. 

W.  A.  MOORE G.  Conductor. 

W.  M.  McLEAN G.  Guardian. 

D.  B.  STEWART G.  Herald. 

W.  M.  WEATHERSPOON G.  Chaplain. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then  appointed  the  following 
District  Deputy  Grand  Masters: 


! 


ROBERT  HOCKIN,  OP  Na  2,  P.  a  M Distr 

JAS.  MITCHEL,  OF  No.  5,  P.  G.  M 

Wii.  C.  DesBRISAY,  of  No.  8 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS,  of  No.  10 

JAS.  H.  ELLIS,  OF  No.  13 

H.  VanBLARCOM,  of  No.  16,  D.  G.  M 

D.  D.  DAVIDSON,  OF  No.  20 

CALEB  SCHURMAN,  of  No.  22 

E.  A.  BENT,  OF  No.  25 

A.  S.  FOSTER,  OF  No.  26 


id  of  Pietou, 

*'  Eyerion. 

"  Charlottctown, 

"  Halifax. 

'*  Fredericton. 

''  Annapolis.. 

"  King's. 

"  Summersidc. 

"  Cumberland. 

"  Moneton. 


The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  then  appointed  the  following 
Committees : — 

Finance.— Yr&nk  Graham,  William  Williams,  William  C. 
DesBrisay,  James  R.  Macdonald,  Daniel  Sutherland. 

Credentials.— J amefi  Yorston,  P.   G.  M.,  James  H.  Ellis, 
Francis  Love. 

Returns.— \Y.  A.  Moore,  G.  Con.,   D.   D.   Davidson,  Peter 
Campbell. 
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LavM  of  Sahovdinates. — John  E.  Hughes,  R.  R.   Barnes, 
Josepli  Wilson. 

Petitions. — James  Mitchcl,  P.  G.  M.,  Theo.  L.  Chappelle; 
Frederick  L.  Hea. 

Apprals. — Andre  Gushing,  Robert  Hockin,  P.  G.  M.,  Theo. 
A.  Cossinan,  William  Conway,  Thos.  Turn  bull. 

Correspondence. — W.  W.  Stumbles,  jr.,  G.  Rep.,  H.  Van- 
Blarconi,  D.  G.  M.,  N.  A.  Cliff,  G.  Marshal. 

State  of  the   Order.— B.  B.  Stewart,    H.    A.  Taylor,    G. 
'  Treas.,  A.  A.  McLennan. 

Legislation.—:^ .  W.  Barry,  W.  E.  Oxley,  K.  J.  McKenzie. 

On  motion,  the  Grand  Lodge  adjourned  sine  die. 


J.  C.  P.  FRAZEE, 

Grand  Secretary. 


\ 
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APPENDIX. 


ORAND    REPRESENTATIVES'    REPORT    FOR    1877. 
To  the  II.  W.  Grand  Loifge,  I.  0.  0.  K,  of  the  Lower  Provinces^  B.  N.  A.: 

We,  your  Representatives  to  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F,  whicli  assembled  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Sept. 
17th,  submit  the  f()ll()Win<r  Report  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Lower  Provinces. 

The  Grand  Lodge  had  not  met  in  naltimore  for  three  years  previous  to 
the  present  one.  Tiie  occasion  is  one  of  great  interest  wherever  the  Lculge 
holds  its  deliberations,  and  so  far  as  Baltimore  was  concerned,  her  well 
known  hospitality  was  extended  to  the  utmost  to  lier  guests  from  abroad. 
The  grand  and  fundamental  principles  cf  Odd  Fellowship,  it  is  well  known, 
had  their  origin  in  Baltimore,  through  Thomas  Wildey. 

The  Grand  Lodge  members  were  escorted  from  their  headquarters  to 
Odd  Fellows'  Hall  by  the  uniformed  Patriarchs,  who  presented  a  brilliant 
appearance,  the  whole  procession  being  enlivened  by  bands  of  music.  At  9 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  Grand  Sire  took  his  seat,  and  proceeded  to  open  the  Lodge. 
The  roll  of  officers  was  called,  together  with  the  names  of  ihe  Representatives 
who  had  been  present  at  the  previous  session.  There  was  found  to  bo  quite 
a  large  representation  present,  all  the  jurisdictions  being  represented,  with 
the  exception  of  British  Columbia,  Manitoba,  South  Carolina,  Wyoming  and 
Switzerland. 

The  Report  of  the  Grand  Sire  showed  that  although  the  Order  has  lost 
in  numerical  strength  in  some  places,  yet  in  the  aggregate  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  membership,  both  in  Encampments  and  Subordinate  Lodges.  The 
Report  is  too  lengthy  for  insertion  here,  but  the  following  extracts  will 
doilbtless  be  interesting  and  instructive,  showing  the  increase  and  condition 
of  the  Order  at  the  present  time. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  GRANO  P'  "         "P. 


Year. 

lb 

a 

t 

Subordinate 
Lodges 

(3 

B 

J 
11 

Subordinate 
Encampments. 

.a 
s 

s 

■J 

e 

M 

It 

Total  Relief. 

4i 

3 

> 
1 

1875...... 

1876 

48 
48 

6,395 
6,678 

39 
39 

1,756 
1,806 

50 

o0,043 
40,646 

9,397 

454,689 
456,125 

87,450 
87,785 

1 

$1,698,868.92 

1,689,485.62 

a.      4.241.70 
4       ',87-'.  40 

Incre.iKB 
il>ecie<ise 

283 

1,436 

335 

$       9,383.30 

«   224,  .369. 24 
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DECISIONS. 

Qnestinn.  Is  it  right  for  tlie  Grnnd  Koprpsontativos  to  {»ivo  tlio  A.  T.  P. 
W.  to  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Kiicainpineiit,  the  same  as  h«  would  thu  perina- 
nuiit  P.  W.  during  the  exemplification  of  the  nnwritten  work  ? 

No.  1.  Answer.  No;  the  A.  T.  P.  W.  should  be  communicated  hv 
the  (jraiid  Representative  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  or  Grand  Patriarch 
of  tlu!  jurisdiction,  who  will  communicate  it  to  the  Grand  Secretary  or 
Grand  .Scribe,  and  cause  it  to  be  communicated  to  the  1).  D.  Grand  Masters, 
niul  such  other  installing  officers  as  he  may  find  it  necessary  to  appoint  to 
assist  him  in  the  discharge  of'his  official  duties. 

Queslkm.  Is  itcoin[)uIsory  on  the  N.  G.  of  a  Degree  of  Hebckah  Lodge 
to  comnuiiiicate  the  A.  P.  W.  to  one  of  its  members  who  is  divorced  from  her 
husband,  whether  he  is  still  in  good  standing  or  has  been  expelled  from  the 
Order  ? 

No.  2.  Answer.  If  n  member  (Daughter  of  Rebekah),  upon  her  own 
libel  (or  complaint)  against  the  husband,  has  obtained  a  divorce,  she  would 
be  entitled  under  section  509  "  D,"  White's  Digest,  to  the  A.  P.  W.,  and  tlio 
N.  G.  of  Degree  of  Uebekah  Lodge  would  be  the  proper  officer  to  communi- 
cate the  same.  But  if  the  decree  of  divorce  was  made  upon  the  husband's 
libel  or  complaint  against  the  wife,  the  A.  P.  VV.,  should  be  withheld  until 
the  Lodge  should  be  satisfied  that  she  had  not  been  guilty  of  any  immoral 
conduct.  The  husband's  standing  in  his  Lodge  does  not  afl'ect  her  standing 
in  the  Rebekah  Degree  Lodge  either  one  way  or  the  other.  See  section  509 
"  D,"  White's  Digest. 

Question.  Are  Lodges  in  this  (New  Jersey)  jurisdiction  required  to 
submit  their  By-Laws  or  amendments  thereto,  to  our  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge, 
and  have  them  approved,  before  they  can  have  force  and  eflect  ? 

No.  3.  Answer.  The  above  question  is  entirely  within  the  control  of 
State  Grand  Lodges,  and  with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States 
should  not  interfere,  unless  upon  appeal  in  the  usual  manner.  Vol.  8,  page 
6618,  Journfd  G.  L.  U.  S. 

Question.  Can  an  Indian  with  a  withdrawal  card  be  a  petitioner  for,  and 
become  a  charter  member  of  a  new  Lodge  ? 

No.  4.  Answer.  No,  he  cannot  be  either;  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  United  States,  session  1876,  page  6977,  decided  "That  no 
Lodge  can  lawfully  permit  an  Indian  to  visit  it  under  any  circumstances 
whatever,"  which  renders  him  also  incompetent  as  a  petitioner  for  a  new  Lodge. 

No.  5.  A  brother  of  an  extinct  Subordinate  Lodge,  holding  a  certificate 
or  card,  such  as  are  described  and  provided  for  in  sections  225  and  226, 
White's  Digest,  is  entitled  to  visit  upon  such  certificate  or  card  for  one  year 
from  the  date  of  its  issue;  and  the  N.  G's  of  Subordinate  Lodges,  when 
officially  requested  by  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  jurisdiction  issuing  such 
certificate  or  card,  upon  being  satisfied  of  the  identity  of  the  individual, 
should  communicate  the  A.  T.  P.  VV.  to  the  brother  holding  such  certificate 
or  card.     See  1518  and  1519,  White's  Digest.  . 

No,  6.  The  status  of  a  brother  holding  a  dismissal  certificate,  is  specifi- 
cally defined  under  the  third  resolution  as  reported  under  Sec.  316,  White's 
Digest,  and  if  he  wants  to  renew  his  membenship,  he  must  pursue  the  same 
course  as  that  prescribed  for  Ancient  Odd  Fellows  in  Sec.  64,  or  as  an  a])pli- 
cant  or  petitioner  for  a  charter  for  a  new  Lodge,  as  provided  for  in  bee.  316, 
,'  B,"  White's  Digest. 

The  Judiciary  Committee  recommended  that  the  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  5th  and 
6th  decisions  submitted  by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Sire  be  approved. 
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INFRINGEMENT   OF   COPYRIGHT. 

It  having  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  my  predecessor  that  the  Order 
in  some  of  the  jurisdictions  were  using  odes  supplied  by  private  parties  other 
than  those  published  and  furnished  by  the  G.  L.  of  the_  U.  S.,  and  regarding 
it  as  an  infringement  of  the  copyright,  and  tending  ultimately,  if  persisted  in, 
to  interfere  seriously  with  the  revenue,  he  issued  special  notices  to  the  Grand 
Authorities  complained  of,  for  their  suppression,  i^inding,  upon  my  induction 
into  office,  that  there  were  parties  still  engaged  in  the  printing,  distribution 
and  sale  of  these  illegal  odes,  I  deemed  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  well  as  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  revenue  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
which  was  beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  interference,  to  issue  a  circular 
letter  directed  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Masters  and  Grand  Patriarchs  of  the 
different  jurisdictions  requiring  them  to  forbid  the  use  of  all  odes  other  than 
those  issued  by  the  authority  of  the  G.  L.  of  the  U.  S.,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  submitted. 

Responses  to  this  circular  have  been  received  from  many  of  the  Grand 
Authorities,  giving  assurances  of  a  wiUingness  and  determination  to  sustain 
the  effort  to  stop  the  unlawful  interference  with  the  sale  of  supplies  and  the 
revenue  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  at  the  same  time  disclosing  the  existence 
of  a  variety  of  odes  or  poems  differing  altogether  from  the  prescribed  formula 
in  the  work  of  the  Order,  and  which  have  been  substituted  for  the  regular 
odes,  thus  changing  the  work  in  violation  of  Article  twenty,  By-Laws  of  the 
G.  L.  of  the  U.  S.,  a  notice  of  which  confronts  every  officer  of  a  Subordinate 
Lodge  that  opens  a  charge  book. 

1  would  respectfully  submit,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  that  there 
is  an  evident  desire  in  many  localities  to  have  the  various  odea  of  the  Order 
set  to  appropriate  music,  something  altogether  different  and  better  than  has 
been  hitherto  supplied,  and  would  suggest  that  this  is  the  proper  time  to  meet 
this  manifest  want  of  the  Order  in  that  direction,  or  to  surrender  it  altogether 
to  private  enterprise  or  to  the  local  jurisdictions. 

All  of  the  information  upon  this  subject  that  has  come  to  my  notice,  has 
been  given  to  the  Committee  on  Printing  Supplies,  who  will,  I  am  advised, 
submit  for  your  consideration  a  remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of,  and  for 
which  I  ask  your  favorable  consideration. 

There  is  also  somewhat  connected  with  this  subject,  though  not  probably 
in  violation  ot  any  copyright,  an  individual  enterprise  that  is  flooding  the 
Order,  and  ornamenting  Lodge-rooms  with  maps,  charts,  diplomas  and  certi- 
ficates of  membership  containing  a  great  variety  of  figures,  emblems  and 
mottoes,  a  large  number  of  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  classified  and 
recognized  symbols  ol  our  Order ,  and  I  most  respectfully  submit  for  the 
consideration  of  this  Grand  Lodge  whether  this  privilege  or  license  should 
not  be  subject  to  some  regulation  or  supervision  of  this  Body,  which  shall  at 
least  limit  the  display  of  what  purports  to  be  emblems  of  the  Order  in  our 
Lodge-rooms,  to  those  only  that  have  their  proper  and  recognized  significa- 
tion, and  in  the  event  of  our  ultimate  success  in  that  direction,  to  make  these 
charts  what  they  purport  to  be — standard  works  that  can  be  utilized  by 
Encampments,  Lodges  and  Degree  Lodges  in  the  exemplification  of  the  ritual. 

CANADA. 

The  Order  in  the  British  Provinces  of  Ontario,  Quebec  and  the  Lower 
Provinces,  being  an  integral  part  of  this  R.  W.  Body,  with  their  Representa- 
tives annually  with  us,  holding  the  same  relation  as  our  home  jurisdiction, 
have  become  so  nearly  allied  to  us  in  interest  and  feeling,  as  it  is  contiguous 
in  territory,  that  it  is  no  longer  referred  to  amongst  us  as  a  foreign  country 
into  which  the  Order  has  been  introduced,  but  1  may  be  permitted  to  add 
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from  a  personal  knowledge  afforded  by  ,%  visit -to  that  jurisdiction,  whilst 
D.  G.  Sire,  that  there  is  no  location  or  Grand  jurisdiction  anywhere  that 
can  boast  of  being  in  better  hands.  Their  Representatives  have  been  pressint^ 
with  commendable  patience,  but  with  persistent  modesty  and  zeal  upon  the 
consideration  ot  this  Grand  Lodge  for  several  years,  the  propriety  of  adopting 
a  name  that  would  be  more  cosmopolitan  and  comprehensive  than  the  presen" 
one  for  a  body  now  exercising  authority  in  other  and  many  different  nation- 
ahties,  and  ultimately  it  may  be  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  whilst  I 
am  willing  to  confess  an  attachment  to  the  name  under  which  we  have  won 
our  way  to  public  favor  and  distinction,  and  doubtless  eminently  proper 
when  adopted,  I  most  respectfully  submit  that  the  continued  success  and 
extension  of  the  Order  into  other  countries  seem  to  create  an  absolute  nec- 
essity for  the  change. 

FIRE   IX   ST.  JOHX,  KEW  BRUNSWICK. 

Our  brethren  in  the  Lower  Provinces,  in  common  with  their  fellow- 
citizens,  have  been  visited  with  a  fearful  and  disastrous  confhi{:»ration,  in 
which  many  of  them  have  suffered  great  loss,  besides  the  destrucUon  of  the 
books,  regalia  <and  other  property  of  three  Lodges  and  one  Encampment. 

Under  an  an.xiety  to  be  properly  informed  as  to  the  extent  of  the  dis- 
aster and  privations  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers  before  any  general  appeal 
to  the  Order  for  relief  was  recommended,  the  R.  W.  Grand  Corresponding 
and  Recording  Secretary  addressed  a  letter  to  the  R.  W.  D.  D.  (Jrand  Sire 
Andre  Gushing,  asking  information  upon  the  subject.  His  reply  will  be  pre- 
sented in  tlie  correspondence  of  that  office,  giving  an  account  of  the  lo.«se9 
and  misfortunes  of  our  brethren  there,  but  who  decline  to  make  any  general 
appeal  for  relief. 

I  am  happy,  however,  to  know  that  their  brethren  in  Ontario  and  other 
localities  voluntarily  forwarded  liberal  contributions  for  their  relief 

EXTRACTS  FROM  R.  W.  GRAND  SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

The  Report  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  is  too  comprehensive  to  be 
inserted  here,  but  the  following  extracts  and  concluding  sentence  of  a  very 
able  Report  will  serve  to  show  the  opinions  of  the  most  experienced  and 
respected  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  U.  S.,  respecting  the  present  and 
future  prospects  of  Odd  Fellowship. 

GENERAL    RETURN'S. 


Year  1875.      Year  1S7<J.      Increase. 


Decrease, 


Grand  Lodges 

Subordinate  Lodges 

Rebekuh  Degree  Lodges  ... 

Grand  Encami)ment8 

Subordinate  Encampments 

Lodge  Initiations 

Lodge  members 

Encampment  members 


48 

6,895 

879 

39 

l,75t) 

50.043 

454,t)M.l| 

87.450 


48 

6,078 1 

770 1 

39 1 

1,8061 

40,046', 

450,125) 

87,785 


283 


50 


1,436 
335 


109 


9,397 


Relief  by  Lodges 81,510,854.11  $1,507,649.12 


Relief  by  Encampments 

Relief  by  Rebekah  Lodges 

Total  relief 

Revenue  of  Lodges 

Revenue  of  Encampments 

Revenue  of  Rebekah  Lodges.. 
Total  revenue 


!§  3.20.').09 
.■{,M7.9S 
2,.S60.23 
9,.'i8;%30 


180,969.43  177,151.45 

7,045.2^'  4,685.05 

1,698, 8f  18. 92 ,  1, 689, 4*5. 62 

4, 193,665. 45    4,008,984. 691 |    184, (i^O. 76 

488,421.  .55 '      453.034. 72 1 35, 386.  .^3 

.32,154.70i        27.8.*).3.05 4,301.05 

4,71 4.241.701  4. 489. 872. 46 ! I    224.369  i:  t 
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I  continue  the  statement  presented  last  year  on  page  681 7,  Journal,  to 
the  close  ot  the  year  1876  : 

From  1S30  to  December  31st,  1876. 

Initiations 1,022,800 

Members  relieved 773,191 

AVifloweJ  families  relieved 102,754 

Members  deceased ()9,867 

Total  relief $23,982,887.62 

Total  receipts (>4,63;i,783.90 

Present  membership 401,888 

CONCLUSION. 

Tlje  condition  of  the  Order  is  a  just  subject  of  congratulation  to  its 
friends.  There  is  nothing  to  excite  its  fears,  or  to  create  anxiety  for  its 
future.  On  the  contrary  its  career  is  auspicious  in  the  highest  degree. 
Hanking  among  the  strongest  organizations  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  it 
maintains  its  prestige  triumphantly,  and  beyond  a  satisfactory  examination 
of  its  system  of  "  Dues  and  Benefits  "  and  their  proper  reconstruction,  needs 
no  organic  legislation.  This,  although  a  pressing  and  vital  subject,  with  a 
view  to  its  permanent  existence,  is  rather  a  question  of  calm  and  considerate 
reform  than  of  controversy,  addressing  itself  to  the  practical  sense  and 
Wisdom  of  its  rulers,  involving  as  it  does  the  life  and  death  of  Odd  Fellowship, 
which  is  inseparably  blended  with  sound  finances  and  a  stable  system  of 
'•  dues  and  benefits.*' 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J  AS.    L.    RiDGELY, 

September,  1877.  Cor.  and  Rec.  Ssc. 


CONCLUSION  OF  HISTORIOGRAPHER'S  REPORT. 

I  am  sensible  of  the  rapid  approach  of  infirmities,  and  that  the  time  I 
could  best  have  spent  in  this  direction  has  passed.  I,  therefore,  with  sincere 
Sorrow,  and  with  keen  regret  that  1  could  do  no  more  in  so  grand  a  cause, 
hereby  resign  my  place  as  Historiographer,  with  my  best  wishes  for  the 
future  and  final  completion  of  a  work  so  important  to  0<ld  Fellowship.  I 
have  caused  the  entire  completed  manuscript,  as  detailed  in  my  report  of 
last  year,  together  with  a  mass  of  valuable  papers  accunmlated  by  me 
during  many  yeai's,  to  be  deposited  in  the  fire-proof  as  the  property  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  among  which  is  the  oiiginal  manuscript  of  the  Past  Grand's 
Charge,  as  first  presented,  in  1845,  to  my  colleiigues  on  the  Revision  Com- 
mittee, Bros.  E.  H.  Chapin  and  John  A.  Kennedy.  There  is  no  debt  owing 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  on  account  of  the  History.  The  whole  sum  expended 
has  amounted  to  $1500;  $1000  to  the  widow  of  the  lamented  Kennedy  for 
his  manuscript,  and  $500  to  the  present  Historiographer. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Jas.  L.  Ridokly, 

Historiograph  er. 


Sept.  17,  1877. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The  proposed  amendment  of  Rro.  Perry,  of  Ontario,  to  change  the  name 
of  the  (inuid  Lodge  of  the  U.  S  ,  to  the  Svpunie  Grand  Lndgf  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  was  lost,  73  voting  for  the  change  and  61 
against,  a  two-third  vote  being  necessary  for  any  change  in  the  Constitution. 


OF  GRAND    LODGE. 
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Tlie  proposed  amendment  to  meet  biennially  was  also  lost 
was  made  in  the  mileatrc  and  per  diem. 

The  Ro  W.  Grand  Corresponding  and  Recording   Secretary  addres-^ed 
the  Lodge  as  follows,  previous  to  adjournment : 

Most  Worthy  Grand  Sire:  I  rise  at  this  late  hour,  by  your  permission 
to  address  this  Grand  Lodge,  for  which  I  have  to  ask  its  indul^rt^nce,  pre- 
facing what  I  have  to  say  with  the  promise  that  I  shall  be  brief.  It  is  appar- 
ent to  you  all,  my  brethren,  that  old  age  has  overtaken  your  Grand  Secretaiy, 
and  that,  in  the  evening  of  his  life,  his  health,  which  has  always  been  frail, 
has  been  cradually  declining.  Although  heretofore  I  have  been,  and  stdl 
am,  equal  to  the  requisitions  and  responsibilities  ot  the  office,  and  my  mental 
vigor  has  been  mercifully  preserved,  as  abundantly  appears,  yet  my  physical 
infirmity  is  not  less  manifest.  My  mind  has  been  struggling,  while  sitting  at 
this  desk  during  the  session,  between  official  duty  and  pressing  private  inter- 
ests. "  Duty'' has  at  length  prevailed  in  the  issue  ;  in  obedience  to  which  I 
now  notify  the  Grand  Lodge  that  if,  by  the  law  of  nature,  as  is  reasonably 
probable,  I  shall  after  the  end  of  my  present  term,  be  physically  disqualifiecl, 
or  unable  to  serve  you  longer,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  supply  the  succession 
ade(^uately.  You  all  know  that  this  is  by  far  the  most  important  office 
within  your  gift.  1  have  been  honored  by  this  Grand  Body,  as  its  incumbent, 
as  no  other  man  in  this  Order,  or  perhaps  elsewhere,  has  been  honored  before, 
having  been  continued,  by  re-election,  in  office  lor  thirty-seven  years,  for 
whi^h  I  now  bow  betore  you  with  profound  gratitude,  and  with  memories  of 
love  and  emotions  of  heart  which  are  difficult  to  describe  or  to  restrain. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  from  the  Report  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee : 

Resolved,  That  a  member  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge  or  Encampment,  who 
is  in  arrears  for  weekly  or  funeral  dues  more  than  thirteen  weeks,  is  not 
entitled  to  the  term  password,  or  to  vote  in  the  Lodge  or  Encampment,  but 
is  a  contributing  member  until  suspended,  dropped  or  expelled,  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  visit  liis 
own  Lodge  or  Encampment.  He  cannot,  however,  become  entitled  to  bene- 
fits until  he  shall  have  paid  up  in  full  all  dues  and  fines  (weekly  and  funeral) 
that  have  accrued  against  him  up  to  the  day  of  payment,  if  the  By-Laws  of 
the  Lodge  or  Encampment  shall  so  provide;  nor  then  until  the  expiration  of 
such  time  thereafter  as  may  also  by  the  laws  be  provided  as  a  penalty. 

Resolved,  That  when  any  member  of  a  Lodge  or  Encampment  shall  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  pay  the  dues  fixed  by  the  laws,  for  the  space  of  one  yeai\ 
the  Secretary  or  Scribe  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Noble  Grantl  or  Chief 
Patriarch,  and,  unless  the  Lodge  or  Encampment  otherwise  direct,  such 
member  shall  thereupon  be  suspended,  behaving  been  first  notified  of  the 
action  that  would  be  taken,  a  record  of  which  shall  be  made  upon  the  minutes. 
The  mere  fact  of  a  member  being  over  twelve  months  in  arrears  does  not 
constitute  him  a  suspended  or  dropped  member.  To  render  hiin  such  the 
Lodge  or  Encampment  must  formally  declare  him  to  be  suspended. 

Resolved,  That  a  Lodge  or  Encampment  cannot  refuse  to  receive,  in  full 
or  in  part,  the  dues  of  a  member  prior  to  his  suspension,  and  no  member  can 
be  suspended  or  dropped  from  membership  in  the  Order  for  non-p.yinent  of 
dues,  unless,  at  the  time  of  his  suspension,  he  shall  be  indebted  to  the  Lodge 
or  Encampment  for  one  year's  dues. 

Resolved,  That  all  previous  legislation  inconsistent  with  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  be,  and  is  hereby,  repealed. 
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PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS. 

Resolved,  That  Section  5,  ArMcle  L,  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
be  amended  by  inserting  in  the  last  line  between  the  words  "  members  "  and 
"  of  the  word  "  present,"  so  that  the  section  shall  read : 

To  this  Grand  Lodge  belongs  the  power  to  regulate  and  control  the 
unwritten  work  of  the  Order,  and  to  fix  and  determine  the  customs  and 
usages  in  regard  to  all  things  which  appertain  thereto.  And  to  it  alone 
belongs  the  power  to  provide  and  establish  suitable  lectures  and  other  written 
work  therefor.  But  the  unwritten  work  of  the  Order  shall  in  no  wise  be 
altered  or  amended,  except  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  this  Grand  Lodge;  nor 
shall  the  written  work  of  the  Order  be  in  any  wise  altered  or  amended,  except 
with  the  concurrence  of  four-fifths  of  the  members  present  of  this  Grand 
Lodge. 

Resolved,  That  all  appointed  officers  of  any  Subordinate  Lodge  shall  be 
in  possession  of  the  Scarlet  Degree,  except  the  Chaplain  and  Scene  Sup- 
porters. 

Much  more  might  be  embodied  in  this  Report  that  would  be  interesting 
to  members  of  this  jurisdiction,  such  as  the  correspondence  with  the  Man- 
chester Unity,  appeal  cases,  several  of  which  were  before  the  Appeal  Com- 
mittee, but  too  much  space  would  be  occupied  in  the  recital  of  them. 

The  Grand  Lodge  agreed  to  hold  its  next  session  at  Austin,  Texas,  U.  S. 

Officers  and  Representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Lower  Prov- 
inces, we  thank  you  for  the  confidence  which  you  have  placed  in  us,  and  will 
feel  it  our  duty  to  give  any  additional  information  within  our  power  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Order. 

THOS.    ROBERTSON, 
W.  W.  STUMBLES,  Jr., 

Grand  Bepresentatives, 
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